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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PAGE 
AT ITS MEETING on Tuesday last the London County 
Council considered a report from its Town Planning 
Committee on certain aspects of the Draft Development 
Plan for the County that is being prepared to serve as 
a basis for discussion with local authorities, Govern- 


ment departments, etc. 675 


THE View that architects should take a greater interest 
in cost analysis of building operations has been 
expressed by.Prof. Ian Bowen, at a meeting of the 


R.LB.A. 677 


Mr. NorMAN LonGLey, President, N.F.B.T.E., has 
stated that the building industry looks like beating the 
Minister of Health’s housing target of 180,000 houses 


in 1949. 690 


CONTROVERSIAL COMMENTS on some of the more 
important aspects of the organisation of the building 
industry have been made by Mr. Nigel Hannen, 


President of the L.M.B.A. 691 


THe BoARD OF TRADE announces that from June 1 
applications to local planning authorities for permission 
to make small extensions to industrial buildings will 
no longer require a B.O.T. certificate. ~ 


LocAL AUTHORITIES in Scotland are to be allowed to ° 
begin the building of more houses for the general 
population next year. 698 





THE SALARIES OF ARCHITECTURAL 


ASSISTANTS 


TH correspondence on this: subject which has been 

appearing in our columns for the past few weeks has 
drawn attention to an acute problem, i.e., the constant 
flow of assistants from one appointment to another in 
pursuit of higher salaries. Representative opinions on this 
phenomenon have been offered from various points of view, 
but none, as it appears to us, going to the root cause of the 
trouble. 

To get this problem into proper perspective it is necessary 
to consider the changes which have occurred during recent 
years in the practice of architecture and in the structure of 
the profession itself. The chief factor is the enormous 
growth of official and quasi-official work. Until com- 
varatively recent times private practice predominated and the 
R.I.B.A. itself was mainly an organisation of private 
architects. There had always been a fairly sharp line of 
demarcation between the principal and the assistant. 
The ambition of the man with the R.I.B.A. Diploma was 
almost invariably to establish himself as a principal, either 
in private or official practice, and he usually succeeded in 
doing so. The assistant was rarely a member.of the R.I.B.A.,~ 





and was often no more than a technical draughtsman with 
a knowledge of architecture and building construction. 
By sheer ability and determination he often succeeded in 
“* putting up his own plate,” but it is not unfair to say that 
the majority of assistants did not aspire to higher things. 
To-day the position is very different. While there is still 
a large army of assistants who will probably remain draughts- 
men all their lives (and very valuable men they are, too), there 
has been a considerable increase in the number of men 
qualified for practice as principals, but for whom vacancies 
as such simply do not exist.. These men, therefore, take 
jobs as assistants while believing themselves to be worth 
more than an assistant’s rate of pay. This, we think, is a 
prime cause of discontent and in part explains the demand 
for and pursuit of higher salaries. As to what is a fair 
rate of pay for an assistant we shall say something later. 
Naturally, everyone turns to the R.L.B.A. fora solution of 
this problem. But the position of the R.I.B.A. is a diffi- 
cult, not to say delicate, one because of the mixed character 
of its membership. It embodies not only private archi- 
tects of every grade—from the head of the great organisa- 
tion employing, perhaps, scores of assistants, to the one- 


‘man-and-an-office-boy type of practice—but also large 


numbers of official and other salaried principal architects 
as well as many assistants, both official and private, though 
their precise number is not, so far as we are aware, known. 
Perhaps the questionnaire which is now being conducted 
will give us some exact information on this point. 

A Salaried Members’ Committee was set up by the 
R.I.B.A. twenty-one years ago, and a scale of annual 
Salaries was prepared as long ago as: May, 1930. The 
revision of this scale, last amended in June, 1945, is now 
under consideration by the Committee. The difficulty of 
getting agreement in the Institute itself on this question of 
increased salaries for assistants is readily understood. 
Official members are not, perhaps, likely to raise any 
serious objection, and in the large private office with a 
steady flow of remunerative work it is no doubt possible to 
pay salaries above the average ; but in the smaller office, 
which may be living from job to job on a small margin of 
profit, it may be impossible to do so. A point of some 
psychological importance in this connection is that many 
principals in private practice to-day obtained their training 
and experience in a hard school, and they do not forget it. 
Forty, thirty, perhaps fewer years ago it was quite common 
for young assistants with ambitions to work in a good 
office for little more than a bread-and-butter wage, for the 
sake of the experience gained. They learned their jobs the 
hard way; and now that they are principals are by no means 
opposed to the idea of the young assistants of to-day 
doing likewise. In fact, many principals dislike altogether 
the idea of fixed scales of salaries and would prefer to 
leave the matter to individual bargaining, rewarding each 
assistant according to his ability and diligence. We 
mention this only to stress the difference of outlook which 
must inevitably be found in a body with a composite 
membership like that of the R.I.B.A. 

The real crux of this problem, however, is whether there 
are too many potential principals in the profession and 
too few of the old-fashioned assistants. For a man with 
‘the potentialities of a principal—and it is reasonable to 
assume that one who has taken his A.R.LB.A., possibly after 
a five years’ course at a school or University;is such—a salary 
of about £500 a year, which is somewhere near the average 
offered in London, is clearly inadequate, particularly when we 
remember the weight of taxation and the cost of living: One 
of our correspondents has pointed out that many grades of 
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unskilled workers are getting nearly asmuch ; that young 
chemists in “ chain’? shops are given starting wages of 
ten guineas a week ; and that young doctors and dentists 
have no difficulty in making more than £1,000 a year. Is 
architecture a less worthy occupation or of less importance 
in the life of the community than these other callings? 


What, then, is to be done? The long-term problem is 
beset with unknown factors. For instance, is there likely 
to be a restoration of the balance between private and 
official practice, so creating more opportunities for qualified 
assistants to set up on their own account as principal 
architects? If not, should intending entrants to the pro- 
fession be warned of the comparatively low standard of 
livelihood which in existing circumstances it is likely to 
provide? This is a question of high policy which will need 
serious consideration. Only those with a full knowledge 
of the present facts, and a shrewd insight into the possible 
course of future events can attempt to answer it. If the 
balance of the profession has changed for good, policy would 
dictate itself. ; 

At the moment, however, it is the short-term problem of 
increased salaries for assistants which presses. The 
R.LB.A., we feel, with all its difficulties, would be well 
advised to lay down a fair scale of salaries, related to the 
increased cost of living, which the best employers, public or 
private, could adopt. The R.I.B.A., of course, could not 
compel the acceptance of any scale, but that ought not to 
deter them from laying one down. Some of their private 
members have already set an example by publishing the 
scales of salaries they pay, which are an improvement on 
the figures normally offered either officially or privately. 
Some of the Institute’s own private-practitioner members 
may well say, “ We cannot afford to pay our assistants 
more.’ Does that not suggest that they are not being 
paid enough themselves? The greater difficulties of prac- 
tice to-day—increased clerical work, delays over licences, 
materials, etc——-may have made that 6 per cent. unre- 
munerative. 

There is a case for inquiry here. 


dune 3 1949 


TIMBER SUBSTITUTION—A FALSE 
ECONOMY ? 


THE shortage of timber is probably the greatest single 

difficulty/with which the building industry has had to 
contend since the war. Not only has this shortage placed 
severe limits on the size of the housing programme, but it 
has also led to the use of expensive sybstitutes, thus helping 
to inflate the already high level of building costs. The 
consequences do not stop there : many of these substitutes 
involve the use of steel and cement; materials both of which 
are in short supply ; indeed, it is probably true to say that 
the shortage of cement, which is now so acute that the 
Ministry of Works has recently issued two economy memor- 
anda, is almost entirely due to the necessity of substituting 
concrete for timber in many of its applications. It would 
be interesting and instructive to trace the ramifications ofall 
this in terms of such factors as the cost to the nation of the 
resulting necessity of building new cement plants, the extra 
coal that will be required to manufacture this cement when 
the new plants are ready, etc. The result would probably 
be staggering. / 

There does not appear to be any real physical shortage of 
timber .; the drastic reduction of U.K. imports of softwood 
as compared with pre-war years is due to the need to con- 
serve foreign exchange. How dire the necessity is of 
conserving foreign exchange, especially dollars, hardly 
needs emphasis, but there are strong grounds for believing 
that the reduction of timber imports is proving to be a false 
economy. Towards the end of last year, the Timber 
Development Association produced a very well reasoned 
memorandum putting forward this view, and they have 
since then carried on a considerable campaign in support of 
it. A report of an address on the subject by Mr. Phillip O. 
Reece, Director of the T.D.A., appeared in our last. week’s 
issue on page 659. ; 


Perhaps the most striking argument put forward by the 
T.D.A. is that by importing more timber we could release 








COMPETITION FOR SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL, WORCESTER. A perspective of the winning design by 
E. B. Musman, M.A., F.R.LB.A. The drawing is by _ D. M. on The winning drawings were illustrated in our 
issue for March 
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steel for export at prices substantially higher 
Thus in 1947 about 50,000 
tons of steel were consumed in the manufacture of metal 
windows and doors. Had this steel been exported to the 
dollar countries either in the form of windows or any other 
product at the same price per ton, the export would (accord- 
ing to the T.D.A.) have produced about £5 million worth of 
dollars ; the timber needed to replace this steel would have 
cost less than £1 million, so that there would have been a 
gain of about £4 million: worth of dollars. Illustrations 
such as this could no doubt be multiplied. Moreover, 
the T.D.A. are not content merely to argue that the use of 
substitutes for timber is a false economy. They suggest 
that, in order to release still more steel for export, timber 
should be used as a substitute for steel in certain directions. 
Certainly, modern timber engineering indicates that there 
js no technical reason why timber should not be used in 
place of steel for a number of structural purposes. 


price of the imported timber. 
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than the 


substitute concrete 


the matter. 


As with steel, so perhaps with cement. v 
tioned above some of the consequences for the internal 
economy of the country which results from the tendency to 
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We have men- 


or timber ; these consequences natur- 


ally have their effect on the country’s export trade. 

There may, of course, be snags which make it impossible 
to adopt the suggestions put forward by the T.D.A. 
not, for instance, be practicable to expand our steel exports 
to the dollar countries having regard to market conditions 
there. These are questions which perhaps only the 
economic planners can answer. 
find nearly six months dfter the issue of the T.D.A. 
memorandum that the Government has apparently not 
yet made up its mind, though it has promised to consider 
If the planners are really competent at their 
job, they should have considered this issue long before the 
T.D.A. brought it forward, so that there seems little excuse 
for nearly six months’ delay in giving an answer. 


It may 


But it is disquieting to 





NOTES :anp NEWS 


The World of Figures. 


PROFESSOR IAN BOWEN’S talk at 
the R.LB.A. on the economics of 
building operations doubtless opened up 
new avenues of thought for many archi- 
tects present. Perhaps their approach to 
the subject will be cautious, for most archi- 
tects. while admitting the paramount 
importance of running a job on an effi- 
cient financial basis, regard esoteric 
theories on 
suspicion. Professor Bowen, however, 
dispelled these doubts almost directly 
after he had started to speak, and the 
whole question, which can roughly be 
described as a problem of supply and 
demand, took on an intriguing impor- 
tance, especially when the speaker made 
some references to the possibility of the 
housing question being solved by 1955. 
Despite Professor Bowen’s qualification 
of this possibility in the subsequent dis- 
cussion, it would appear that a much 
longer, period will be needed to complete 
the programme, for as the work proceeds 


- it is quite certain that new problems will 


arise, such as shifting centres of indus- 
try, to name but one. 

Lord Simon’s vote of thanks was on a 
decidedly optimistic note and many 
architects must have listened with ‘plea- 
sant anticipation to his references to the 
competition that it was hoped to arrange 
in respect of the new B.B.C. premises at 
Shepherd’s Bush. 


To Visit America. ’ 


Mr. MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, M.C., 
P.R.I.B.A., and Mr. R. H. Matthew, 
AR.LB.A., Architect to the London 
County Council, are to represent the 
Royal Institute of British Architects in 
the building industry team to visit the 
United States under the auspices of the 
Anglo-American Productivity Council to 
study American building methods. 

We learn that Mr. Waterhouse and Mr. 
Matthew will 
July 16. 


A.A. Officers and Council, 1949-50. 


THE results of the Election for the 
Officers and Council of The Architec- 
tural Association for the session 1949-50 
was announced at the Ordinary General 
Meeting held on May 25. 

They are as follows :— President: Mr. 
Henry Braddock, A.R.L.B.A., A.A.Dip.; 
Vice-Presidents : Messrs. S..E. T. Cusdin, 
0.B.E., -R.LB.A., A.A.Dip., and 
A. Chitty, M.A., F.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L, 
A.A.Dip,; Hon Secretary : Mr. Anthony 
Pott, A.R.LB.A., A.A.Dip.; Hon. Trea- 
surer: Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, F.R.1.B.A.; 
Hon. . Editor: Mr. . MacManus, 
F.R.1.B.A.; Hon. Librarian : Mr. P. Shep- 


leave this country on 


such matters with some - 


heard, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I.,; 
Past President: Mr. R. E. Enthoven, 

F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip. 
Ordinary Members of 
are:— W. W. Atkinson, © O.B.E., 
A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip.; Hugh Casson, 
.A., F.R.L.B.A., M.S.LA.; Mrs. Anthony 
x, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip.; G. I. Goulden, 
B Cyril S. Mardall, 


the Council 


AL; 
J. M. Richards, A.R.I.B.A., 

. A. A. Rowse, A.R.IB.A., 
.M.T.P.IL, A.M.1Struct.E.; Hon. God- 
frey Samuel, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L.; 
Bryan . Westwood, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip.; 
and Hilton Wright, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip. 
Architectural Criticism. 

THE discussion on Architectural Criti- 
cism organised by the Architectural 
Association’s Students’ Committee on 
May 25 provided an interesting if uneven 
night. It was a good plan to set the ball 
rolling with a preliminary paper, but less 
good to arrange for two such contribu- 
tions, especially one involving as much 
close philosophic reasoning as did Mr. 
Shannon’s paper. As a result there was 
less time available for general discussion 
than we could have wished. It was per- 
haps significant that none of the student 
speakers was opposed to criticism of 
buildings; their only problem was one 
of. canons and yardsticks. Caution was 
the principal distinguishing mark of the 
practising architects, and the larger their 
practice the greater their caution. Mr. 
Richards made a useful contribution in 
summarising some of the practical diffi- 
culties facing the would-be architectural 
critic and Messrs. Goodhart-Rendel, Lan- 
caster and Casson were among those 
who sought to introduce a little baking 
powder into the excellent but rather indi- 
gestible mixture. 

“ Building Week ” Exhibition. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS is to be the centre 
for a “ Building Week ” exhibition to be 
open to the general public from Septem- 
ber 19-24 
_. This is the first event of its kind to be 
held in this country, but it is hoped to 


arrange similar “weeks ” in other centres ' 


throughout the country. 

The exhibition will be designed to 
show the public the large part the build- 
ing industry, with all its affiliated pro- 
fessions and organisations, plays in the 
general life of the nation. The main 
exhibits will include contributions by the 
industrial federations, professional insti- 
tutes and the different Government Re- 
search Departments and will cover plant 
demonstrations and details of the work of 
building apprentices and technical col- 
lege and school of art students. The 
Institution of Civil-Engineers is to stage 
a “Prestressed Concrete” exhibition 


and there will be a continuous display of 
I 


films. Every afternoon lectures by 
eminent scientists, architects, engineers 
and prominent personalities of the indus- 
try will be given. z 

There will be an official opening by 
the Lord President of the Council accom- 
panied by the Minister of Works. The 
Minister of Education, Mr. George Tom- 
linson, will visit the exhibition on the 
Tuesday and will preside over the lecture 
on “ Training and Education.” 

Finally, on “Saturday there will be 
“The Building Industry in Conference,” 
under the joint chairmanship of the Presi- 
dent of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, Mr. Michael Waterhouse, the 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, Mr. Norman 
Longley, and Sir Luke Fawcett of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 


Operatives. Members of the Trades 
Union Congress General Council will 
also take 

As r. §. J.  Egerton-Banks, 


M.I.Mech.E., Regional Director of the 
Ministry of Works, comments: “ This 
‘ Building Week ’ in Tunbridge Wells will 
be a unique opportunity for everyone to 
see what the building industry has done 
and how its traditional skill and methods 
are being continually supplemented by 
the help of new machines, new materials 
and new ideas.” 


New Hearths for Old. 

THE Women’s Advisory Council on 
Solid Fuel are holding their annual con- 
ference on Wednesday, June 15, at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 
Portland-place, W.1. The title is “ New 
Hearths for Old” and all the addresses 
will deal with various aspects of the re- 
placement of obsolete domestic heating 
and hot water systems by modern solid 
fuel appliances. Conference tickets may 
be obtained from the Organising Secre- 
tary, 18, South Molton-street, W.1, free 
of charge. 

Consulting Engineers for South Bank. 

THE appointment is announced of 
Messrs. Freeman, Fox-and Partners, 68, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1, as consulting 
engineers for the construction of the 
Exhibition to be held on the South Bank 
of the Thames in connection with the 
Festival of Britain 1951. 

The firm of Messrs.. Freeman, Fox and 
Partners was formed by Sir Charles Fox 
in 1857. At the time of the great Exhi- 
bition of 1851 he was senior partner of 
the firm of Fox, Henderson and Com- 
pany, who constructed the Exhibition 
Building in Hyde Park, afterwards re- 
erected at Sydenham and known as the 
Crystal Palace. 


President of Landscape Architects. 


Dr. THOMAS SHARP, D.Litt., M.A.. 
M.T.P.I.. F.I.L.A., has been elected 
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President of the Institute of Landsca 
Architects for the session 1949-50. r. 
Sharp was President of the Town Plan- 
ning Institute 1945-46. 


Taverns on Trains. 

As a result of co-operation between 
the Railway Executive and the Hotels 
Executive, eight novel “ Tavern Cars,” 
“ combining the modern features of a res- 
taurant car with kitchen and pantry, plus 
a tavern car treated in the style of the 
traditional English tavern,” are being 
introduced this summer on express ser- 
vices of the Eastern and Southern 
Regions of British Railways. 

Each refreshment unit comprises a set 
of two vehicles, one being a normal Res- 
taurant Car with accommodation “for 
both first and ,third class (but with a new 
style of table arrangement and interior 
design) seating in all 64 passengers, and 
the other a “Tavern” car which con- 
tains kitchen and pantry for the service 
of both cars. - 

Externally the two vehicles have 
leaded light windows set high in cream 
panelling. The lower half of _ the 
“Tavern” car is painted in the new 
crimson lake livery of British Railways, 
lined to represent brickwork. The 
cream panelling is broken by vertical 
black panels. Set in the, middle of one 
of the cream panels of the car is an inn 


sign, each coach having a° different 
name, 
Inside, the “Tavern” has _ rough- 


surfaced, white-washed walls and ceiling 
between dark oak beams, and dark oak 
settles and tables are placed against the 
walls. The windows are set high 
in the walls and from the beams and the 
sides of the saloon hang square metal 
lanterns. The floor covering is of black 
and red tiling. 


Bogus Design. 

CrepiT is due to the Railway and 
Hotels Executives for the introduction of 
these refreshment cars, but none for their 
design. There has rightly been an almost 
universal condemnation of the manner 
in which the projects have been carried 
out, and vigorous protests have appeared 
in several papers. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, 





TAVERN CARS ON BRITISH RAILWAYS. _ Seen above is a new tavern 
car of the type being introduced by British Railways this summer. 
has aroused widespread criticism. 


‘ absurdum of the mania for the false 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Community Centre Designs 

THE Incorporated Association of Archj- 
tects and. Surveyors announce details of 
an open competition, the subject of 
which is the design of a Community 
Centre to serve a neighbourhood unit of 
a rural or urban community, taking the 
neighbourhood population as 2,000 and 
10,000 respectively. 

Cash prizes are offered as follows :-— 
Urban Design: First, £150; Second, £75, 


THE BUILDER 


R. E. Enthoven, Leigh Ashton, Herbert 
Read and Gordon Russell are among the 
signatories to a letter in The Times, 
describing the essay as “‘ the reductio ad 


antique.” Further afield, an editorial in 
the Dorset Daily Echo designates 
the idea as “ bogus ” and asks why it is 
not proposed that the train staff be 
dressed in doublet and hose? 

The appearance of these “ taverns” 
may be gauged from the illustration on 
this page. It is indeed deplorable that 
a public authority should sponsor such Rural Design: First, £100; Second, £50 
efforts and we suggest that the Railway The assessors are: Mr. G Bertram 
Executive would do better to keep its Carter, F.R.LB.A., F.LA.A., Councillor 
eye on contemporary design than on what Wijliam J. Clark. F.LAS. FRSA Mr 
it thinks overseas visitors may like. Richard Clements, OBE. Mr. Kenneth 
Professional Announcements. J. Lindy, F.R.I:B.A., F.LA.A., Mr. H. 

Mr. Ernest A. BAKER, A.R.LC.S., Anthony Mealand, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P1, 
A.LAS., chartered quantity surveyor, has A-M.IStruct.E., and the Dowager Mar- 
recently transferred his office to 116A- Chioness of Reading, D.B.E. 

120, Rye-lane, S.E.15, where he will be _, Following are extracts from the Con, 
pleased to receive catalogues, informa- ditions :— : 
tion sheets, and samples. _ Competitors are not bound in any way 

Mr. Denis BurKE-CoLtis, A.R.LC.S., in the choice of materials, but should 
chartered quantity surveyor, 11, Duke- bear in mind the importance of standar- 
street, St. James’s, S.W.1, announces disation as affecting their use. 
that his new address is :— 25, Chester- The competitors should also bear in 
street, S.W.1. Tel: Sloane 2175-6. mind that the size of the groups using 


the accommodation may vary from time 
FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 to time and the flexibility of the inter- 
Saturday, June 2, 1849. 


nal structure will be taken into con- 
3 sideration by the assessors. 
QUEEN ELIZABETH’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 
SOUTHWARK.—Painters have been. busily 


The cost of the Rural Centre should 

t be between £7,500 and £10,000; the cost 
employed marking the stonework and 
other portions of the buildings situate 


of the Urban Centre, between £35,000 
not far from the railway terminus 


oe rag , 
; e sites, entirely imaginary on 
at London Bridge. and known as the depicted on block plans to be brovidell 
grammar school of Queen Elizabeth for are to be Bsns as practically level 
the parishes of St. Olave and St. John, and should be considered as in or ad- 
Southwark, in order that they may be jacent to an established town, where 
taken down and re-erected in the same main sewers and all the usual facilities 
form elsewhere. Neither does there exist and where there are undertakings 
appear to. be any excuse for such par- for the public supply of electricity, gas, 
simony on the part of the institution. water, etc. 
A correspondent, who says that it is No deposit is required, but intending 
possessed of immense property, and has competitors must apply for a copy of 
received a large compensation from the the site and loca ity plan for either 
Brighton and South Coast Railway, calls Urban or Rural: Centre, or both, and on 
upon us to object to this course as nig- receipt of this should notify the General 
gardly and inexpedient. It does not Secretary of the LA.A.S. of their deci- 
seem to us, however, a case calling for sion to compete. Questions should be 
interference. submitted by October 1, 1949. A copy of 
the site plans will be forwarded to 
intending competitors on receipt of a 
postal order:for 2s. 6d 
Designs must be delivered to the 
Secretary, the I.A.A.S.. 75, Eaton-place, 
London, S.W:1, not later ‘than February 
1, 1950. 
The Post-War Public House 
Tue Brewers’ Society is to support an 
architectural competition to produce 
plans for Britain’s post-war public house 
rooms. A _ statement issued by the 
Society indicates “that the authorities of 
the 1951 Festival of Britain will look 
favourably on the winning designs and 
choose from them their designer for the 
model public-house which, as part of 
British life, may well figure in the South 
Bank Exhibition.” ‘The competition, 
which will be run under the aegis of 
Architectural Review, is expected to 
invite designs for a saloon and a public 
bar respectively in a fairly large, and.in 
a fairly small house. 
Scottish Furniture Designs 
TuE Scottish Furniture Manufacturers’ 
Association announces a competition— 
open to Scottish architects and designers 
—for designs for contemporary furniture. 
The assessors are Mr. Brian O’Rorke, 
A.R.A., and Mr. Basil Spence, O.BE., 
F.R.I.B.A. Details are given on page 
698 of this issue under “The Scottish 
Builder.” 





The design 
(See Note.) 








Juni 
























be te 
devel 

The 
to th 
prises 
propo 
sity 0 
space: 
educa 
neigh: 
for th 
350 | 
panyi 
ments 
health 
inforr 
trol o 
plann: 

The 



















































vestige 
the C 
neight 
hood | 
based 
ture, t 
strong 
are m¢ 
which 
vision 
One 
by the 
three 
establi 
centre. 
accord 
siderat 
aging 
a mixe 
subjec 
allowe 
were n 
a resu 





chi- 
is of 
of 


nity 
It of 
E the 

and 


Ss — 

£75, 
£50, 
‘tram 
cillor 
_ Mr, 
ineth 
se 
Pag 
Mar- 


Con; 


vel 


ere 
ties 
ngs 
zas, 


her 
on 


» Saez %-B 


pe 


— OS 









june 3 1949 


Changes in Density 


[JNDER the Town and Country Plan- 

ning Act, 1947, the London County 
Council has to submit to the Minister of 
Jown and Country Planning, in 1951, a 
development plan showing the proposals 
it is expected can be carried out within 
a period of about 20 years. As a basis 
for the preparation of this plan, the 
Counci! is now to open discussions with 
the metropolitan borough councils, the 
City Corporation, Government depart- 
ments, the public utility undertakers and 
other bodies, and at its meeting on Tues- 
day last the Council considered a report 
from its Town Planning Committee on 
certain aspects of the draft development 
plan now being prepared. 

The Committee propose that, pending 
the outcome of consultations proceeding 
on the development plan for the City, the 
consultants’ plan, as approved by the 
Court of Common Council in 1947, shall 
be taken as the basis for considering 
development applications. 

The draft development plan submitted 
to the Council by the Committee com- 
prises: (a) An outline plan showing the 
proposed use of land and buildings, den- 
sity of population, a road structure, open 
spaces, precincts and special areas, major 
educational proposals, etc.; and (b) a 
neighbourhood plan showing proposals 
for the division of the County into some 
350 neighbourhood units. An accom- 
panying chart indicates probable require- 
ments as regards population, schools, 
health centres, shopping areas and other 
information necessary for the proper con- 
trol of redevelopment and future detailed 
planning in these neighbourhoods. 


The Committee have given approval in 
principle to the planning proposals in 
these two plans to serve (i) as a basis for 
detailed discussion in the coming months 
with other committees of the Council, the 
metropolitan borough councils, the Com- 
mon Council, Government departments, 
statutory undertakers and other interested 
parties, and (ii) as a guide for the con- 
sideration of applications for develop- 
ment, but emphasise that there is likely 
to be a good deal of variation before the 
final version is settled. 

Following are extracts from the remain- 
der of the Committee’s report: — 

Basic PRINCIPLES. 


In summary the principles which under- * 


lie the proposals and the various aspects 
of the plan are:-— 

Population and density.—Detailed in- 
vestigation has led to the conclusion that 
the County should comprise some 350 
neighbourhood units. These neighbour- 
hood units have, as far as possible, been 
based on the existing local social struc- 
ture, but in some areas where this is not 
strongly developed the neighbourhoods 
are morein the nature of population units 
which will form the basis for the pro- 
vision of community buildings. 


One of the general principles approved 
by the Council in July, 1945, was that 
three principal density zones should be 
established, generally decreasing from the 
centre, with variations in each case 
according to topographical or other con- 
siderations, at densities respectively aver- 
aging 200, 136 and 70 persons an acre, 
a mixed development of flats and houses, 
subject to the density limits, being 
allowed in each zone. The exact zones 
were not approved by the Council, but; as 
a result of further study, the draft de- 
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LONDON DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


in Draft Proposals 


velopment plan indicates the zones pro- 
posed in a more precise form. : 

_ The main proposals for the modifica- 
tion of these principles of density control 
now suggested as a result of more de- 
tailed study are as follows:— 

(1) The reduction of the density zone 
on the south side of the River Thames 
from 200 to 136 persons an acre. This 
area is low-lying and considered unsuit- 
able for development at the original 
figure. 

(2) The extension northwards of the 
136 zone in Hackney and Islington to 
the line of the east-west railway run- 
ning at Dalston Junction. It is also 
proposed to change the density of parts 
of Paddington, Kensington and Chelsea 
from 70 to 136 in order to avoid the 
sudden change from the highest den- 
sity-zone to the lowest. 

(3) The introduction of a density zone 
of 100 persons an acre average in sub- 
stitution for part of the zone of 70 per- 
sons an acre average on the north side 
of the river. Reasons for proposing this 
change are that (i) these northern areas 
are far more densely built up than areas 
south of the river, and that this higher 
density will*also compensate for the 
large areas of static low density in the 
south; (ii) originally the County of 
London Plan proposed a maximum 
density for the outer zone of 100, in 
the expectation that some areas would 
reach this figure, while others would be 
lower, but when the Council approved 
the principles of the Plan, this basis was 
changed to an average density of 70 
persons am acre over the whole zone; 
and (iii) the Greater London Plan makes 
provision for considerable areas with 
a maximum density of 100 persons an 
acre, immediately adjoining the County 
boundary. 

(4) The provision of high and low 
density pockets. The high density 

ockets would generally be situated on 

igh ground near a major open space, 
and low density cep would mainly 
comprise areas which may be regarded 
as static for a considerable period of 
time and also areas which should be 
retained on grounds: of architectural 
merit. 

(5) The reinforcement of the system 
of density control by fixing ultimate 

apulation totals for each neighbour- 
food or population unit, as defined on 
the draft development plan. It is con- 
sidered that such a method of control 
has considerable advantage over the 
previous control, where density zones 
specified an average figure for very wide 
areas. Control. on the basis of the 
neighbourhood unit, whilst retaining 
ample control of the wider aspects of 
population, will give a more realistic 
opportunity for pecanene flexibility of 
density with each unit. 

We consider that the revised density 
figures should now be applied to all future 
development. In certain neighbourhoods, 
however, the number of persons living in 
existing buildings is above the suggested 
densities. It will not be practicable to 
compensate for such existing high density 
by insisting on densities substantially 
below the average density elsewhere in the 
zone. For the time being, therefore, high 
density development approved by the 
Council before its acceptance of the den- 
sity proposals of the County of London 
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Plan will not be taken into account in 
determining the density at which new 
development should be permitted in the 
remainder of the zone, and the extra popu- 
lation in this existing development will 
remain until rebuilding is possible at the 
revised density. Since approving the den- 
sity principles of the County of London 
Plan, the Council, because of the impera- 
tive need for a substantial early contribu- 
tion to remedy the acute housing shortage, 
has permitted the erection of a number 
of housing schemes at densities higher 
than the average for the zone as part of 
the post-war programme. We propose 
that these particular higher densities shall 
henceforth, however, be taken into 
account when further developments take 
place in the vicinity so as to bring the 
post-war development as a whole down, 
as far as practicable, to the appropriate 
zone density. The effect will be that the 
recommended average densities will be 
achieved gradually, but will not be 
attained over the whole of the County 
until the final stages are reached in the 
redevelopment of the old built-up areas. 
Special cases will, of course, always be 
treated on their merits. 

The estimated ultimate population for 
the County envisaged on the basis set out 
above is 3,150,000, a reduction of 176,000 
on the County of London Plan estimate, 
and of about 942,000 on the 1938 popula- 
tion figure. The reduction on the County 
of London Plan figure is accounted for 
partly by the increased demands on land 
of the education and health services under 
the Education Act, 1944, and the National 
Health Service Act. 1946; partly by the 
establishment of proposed low density 
pockets; and partly by the existence of 
certain areas of low density where den- 
sity of development is unlikely to be in- 
creased by reason of its present nature, 
e.g., certain districts in Lewisham, Green- 
wich and Woolwich. 

The population of the County at the 
end of 1948 was estimated to be 3,374,000, 
and, as we have explained above, the re- 
duction to the ultimate figure cannot be 
achieved for some considerable time. The 
degree of decentralisation which will be 
possible must depend to a large extent on 
the progress which is made in the pro- 
vision of new houses and factories, both 
in new towns and by the expansion of 
existing towns in the London region and 
beyond. 

It will be observed that the unit of 
measurement of density has been ex- 
pressed in the draft development plan as 
a number of persons an acre. In dealing 
with applications for development, the 
density has to be converted into terms of 
the quantity of building on a particular 
site, whatever basis for the control of 
density is used. We are advised that the 
most convenient unit for measuring resi- 
dential density is the number of rooms an 
acre. and we are examining the data on 
which the necessary calculations should 
be based in order to arrive at correct 
figures for the various density zones 
hitherto expressed as “ persons an acre, 
and we will report: further at a later date. 

Roads and other engineering services. 
—The problem of road planning is ex- 
tremely complex because the present 
structure, for physical reasons, must pre- 
dominate for a very long period. Radical 
reconstruction will be costly and difficult, 
and economic and practical considera- 
tions may limit what would otherwise be 
generally accepted as desirable. 

The draft development plan shows some 
alternative and undetermined proposals 
which must be subject to further con- 
siderations and later decisions on policy. 
Much work has already been done with 
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the aim of resolving these difficulties, All 
the questions that are bound up with the 
proposal for an A-ring road are still under 
discussion with H.M. Government. Main 
drainage and other engineering matters 
have also been taken into account. 

Railways——The recommendations of 
the Railway (London Plan) Committee 
have been taken into consideration during 
the preparation of the draft development 
plan, but in view of the fact that no de- 
cisions have yet been reached on them, 
their effect on the plan cannot be regarded 
as final. 

Industry—The industrial and main 
commercial areas indicated in the draft 
plan coincide, broadly, with those shown 
on the County of London Plan, although 
some local variations have been made 
mainly as a result of more detailed con- 
sideration or of changes of circumstances 
since the publication of that plan. One 
of the recommendations was that some 
decentralisation to the outer fringes of 
the County should be effected, and where 
suitable areas have been located they have 
been appropriately zoned. 

In comparison with the draft statutory 
schemes an increase in industrial zoning 
has been made at the expense of general 
business. This is due mainly to experi- 


ence gained during the consideration of* 


interim development applications, which 
have in many cases resulted in the appro- 
val of light or local industrial uses in 
business areas. Differentiation between 
types of industry such as special, heavy 
and light has not been made at this 
stage. 

Commerce.—The draft plan details 
shopping frontages wherever possible, the 
retention of a business zone for office 
uses, and the zoning of other areas for the 
more general business users. Further in- 
vestigation is necessary in order to make 
some division between normal commerce 
and that of the heavier bulk warehousing 
type in the general business areas. 

Some preliminary investigation has 
been made into the shop-frontage prob- 
lem. A recommendation of the County 
of London Plan was that, on traffic 
grounds, it was desirable, where possible, 
to eliminate shops from main road front- 
ages, and that instead they should be pro- 
vided in compact poe in residential 
areas. There are, of course, many areas 
in London where the elimination of 
shopping from main roads is not practic- 
able because of the strength of local asso- 
ciation with shopping in that locality. On 
the other hand there are many main 
roads which have intermittent shopping 
frontages, large numbers of the indivi- 
dual shops being derelict or incon- 
veniently sited in relation to those other 
shops with which they would normally 
be rues. In the course of compara- 
tively large-scale redevelopment it may 
be found practicable to provide shopping 
centres off main roads, but each case will 
need to be considered on its merits and 
care will have to be taken with the 
phasing of proposals for relocation to 
ensure that the existence in a locality 
of two incomplete shopping centres in 
close proximity is avoided. 

A suggested length of shopping front- 
age for each neighbourhood based on 
the estimated future population figures 
is shown on the neighbourhood unit 
map. 

Open spaces—The policy adopted by 
the Council is that four acres of open 
space a 1,000 persons should eventually 
be provided within the County and a 
further three acres beyond the County 
boundary. Approximately 1,300 acres 
of new local amenity open space will 
have to be provided to reach the four 
acres a 1,000 in the neighbourhood units 
as redevelopment proceeds. 
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Special areas, precincts, etc.—There 
are many areas in London whose special 
characteristics do not allow them to be 
——eone into normal use zones. They 
may be areas of special use, such as pre- 
cincts for the Government, the university 
or a particular pre aye or areas where 
the grouping of public or civic’ buildings 
is desirable. 

Schools.—The proposals for secondary 
and primary schools as _ indicated 
diagrammatically on the outline plan are 
generally in accordance with the London 
School Plan. 


Floor Space Index and Plot Ratio 


With regard to methods of controlling 
the erection of buildings with reference 
to the bulk of building that should be 7 
mitted on individual sites and the day- 
lighting of _ buildings, 
recommended : — 

1 (a) That, to enable estimates to be 
made of the amount of land required in 
the development plan for the Administra- 
tive County of London under the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, for 
various non-residential purposes, floor 
space indices be determined for appro- 
priate areas by calculating the maximum 
ratio between total floor areas of non- 
residential buildings in those areas and 
the gross site area, including half the 
surrounding streets. 

(b) That, for the purpose of control- 
ling non-residential development under 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, on individual sites, the basis of 
maximum plot ratios be adopted in place 
of the basis of percentage of site 
covered, the plot ratios to vary in appro- 
priate areas and that, as an interim 
arrangement, the following scale of ratios 
be used as a guide, subject to considera- 
tion of the provision of small pockets of 
density not exceeding 5}: 1 in special 
cases:—5:1 (central core of dense de- 
velopment); 34:1 (sub-central areas); 
3:1 (principal suburban areas); 24: J 
(smaller suburban areas); and : 
(remainder of the County), and that the 
detailed delimitation of the areas do 
await; the results of the survey being 
undertaken in connection with the pre- 
paration of the development plan. 

(c) That, as a basis for dealing with 
non-residential development applications, 
under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, plot ratio as referred to in the 
foregoing resolution (b) shall be used, sub- 
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ject, during the period before completion 
of the survey leading to the preparation 
of the development plan, to each cage 
being considered on its merits in the light 
of special local site conditions and archj- 
tectural or other considerations; that 
plot ratio shall be calculated by dividing 
the gross floor area by the ‘net site area, 
the definition of these two terms being as 
follows:— : 

(1) Gross floor area is measured op 
the overall dimensions of the building 
or part basement used for office, living 
above or below ground, and includes 
thicknesses of internal and externa] walls, 
areas of staircases, corridors and covered 
passages by which there is no public 
right of way, lavatories, and other private 
accommodation enclosed or covered by 
the building. It includes any basement 
or part basement used for office, living 
or similar accommodation, but deduc- 
tions may be made for :— 

(a) Underground private 
vehicular standing space 
and unloading purposes. 

(b) Bank vaults, strong rooms and 
safe deposits, storage and similar 


arages and 
or loading 


uses. 

(c) Electricity _sub-stations and 
similar exceptional uses which by 
virtue of the type of permanent 
occupation of. floor area are likely to 
cause‘a movement of persons, goods and 
vehicles to and from the building 
substantially less than that arising from 
normal occupation. 

(2) Net site area is measured for the 
actual curtilage, excluding public roads 
or public ways. 

(d) That, for an experimental period of 
12 months all residential or other de- 
velopment applications under the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, be ex- 
amined in the light of the Daylighting 
Code issued by thé Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning with a view to de- 
termining whether this code is likely to 
prove a satisfactory method of control- 
ling the daylighting to buildings in the 
Administrative County of London. _ 

(e) That, for the purpose of considering 
development applications under _ the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, for 
uses other than residential during the ex- 
perimental period specified in the forego- 
ing resolution (c), the angular lines of set- 
back of buildings be drawn at the angles 
shown in columns 2 and 3 of the follow- 
ing table with the exception that relaxa- 
tions of the angles specified in the table 





Portrait by Janet Joyce. 


Mr. John A. F. Watson, J.P. 


~ 


R.LC.S. NEW PRESIDENT 


Mr. John A. F. Watson, J.P., has been 
elected President of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors. Born-in 1903, 
Mr. Watson is: the youngest president in 
the history of the Institution. Educated at 
Uppingham, he was articled to Messrs. 
Daniel Smith, Oakley and Garrard, and 
became P.A.S.I. in 1926 and Fellow in 
1934. He is a partner in the firm of 
Alfred Savill and Sons, and, since 1940, 
has been agent for the Marquess of North-. 
ampton’s estate in Canonbury. Mr. 
Watson has served on a number of Gov- 
ernment commissions and committees, in- 
cluding the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee. He is chairman of the South- 
east London Juvenile ‘Court, and has 
written a standard book on juvenile de- 
linquency, “The Child and the Magis- 
trate.” 
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should be permitted in appropriate cases 
to secure continuity of street architec- 
ure or for other planning considera- 


jons :— 

9 Ratio Zone. Non-residential Zones. 
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(f) That the angular lines of set-back 
referred to in the foregoing resolution 
(e) shali be measured in the manner speci- 
fied in clause 31 of the Draft County of 
London roa Scheme, Area IV 
(South-West), wit 
fications : — 


the following’ modi- 
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@ Sgr weer buildings not ex- 

15 feet in height may project 
beyond the angular line, Fagen that 
in a residential zone they are out 
buildings only; 

(ii) in the case of a site adjoining 
the boundary between two zones hav- 
ing different angles in the above 
table, the lower angle should be com- 
plied with on the side of the site fac- 
ing the boundary between the zones; 

(iii) where a courtyard other than 
one used used solely for ventilating or 
lighting sanita accommodation or 
staircases is effectively enclosed by 
buildings of more than one storey on 
all sides, whether they are in the same 
curtilage or not, column 2 of the table 
set out in the foregoing resolution (e) 
shall apply instead of column 3. 


BUILDING OPERATIONS AND THE 
ARCHITECT 


Professor Bowen’s Address to the R.I.B.A. 


THE value of the analysis of detailed 
cost records of building operations 
was stressed by PROFESSOR IAN BOWEN 
when he addressed a meeting of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects on May 24. 
Mr. A. B. KNAPP-FISHER, F.S.A., vice- 
president, was in the chair. 

Professor Bowen began by saying:— 

We do want to encourage the analysis 
and publication of a detailed comparison 
of costs records from many sites and not 
to rely for our investigations of costs 
entirely on estimating textbooks and the 
like and the limited experience’ which one 
man, however many years he may have 
been in his particular line of country, can 
carry in his head. To be scientifically 
well founded we want this experience 
somehow, through the people best quali- 
fied to record it, brought together into a 
common pool for critical analysis. The 
main contribution, I submit, that could be 
made is that techniques could advance, 
particularly certain tools of analysis, and 
be developed for examining costs 
records of actual buildings. These tech- 
niques have been developed for the com- 
mon use of many sciences and they are 
statistical. They consist of the application 
of the theory of error and probability to 
any set of figures in any line of analysis 
of facts, and something of that kind has 
been done in a fruitful manner by the 
Chief Scientific Adviser’s Division of the 
Ministry of Works in the last year or so, 
and the workers in that Division are now 
publishing some of their results. 

That kind of work has not been widely 
enough applied or adopted. Up to now it 
has only been applied in a very few ex- 
periments which happen to have com- 
manded attention in the last few years. 

The speaker continued: To come to 
more concrete examples, what are_ the 
kind of lines on which research needs to 
be done? Let us consider one very simple 
case, the case of manning a large housing 
contract. We have done hundreds of 
large contracts in the last 20 years but 
so far as I know, though the informa- 
tion may be buried somewhere, very little 
is known systematically of what is the 
optimum rate of manning up a job or 
what ratio of houses under construction 
to men employed is the best ratio. In 
Programming a large building little is 
known as to the optimum rate of man- 
ting up which should be aimed at 
although various estimates are worked 
out based, of course, on what could be 
found out from the more or less old 
tradition of the industry. There is no 
doubt that fhe very best large building 
firms had a considerable amount of re- 


corded experience of their own and they 
knew a great deal about these two ques- 
tions but that was not part of a common 
pool of knowledge; neither, despite the 
importance of the speed of manning up, 
was it easy to pet any correlation between 
the question of the rate of manning up or 
ratio of manning up to efficiency. 

Take another point which can bear 
further investigation, name ly, delays in 
progress.at the beginning and end of con- 
tracts. Everyone who has had anything 
to do with programming knows that a 
lot of time is lost in the first and last 
tenths of the contract. In a couple of 
cases of pre-war records which I have 
examined I found that this first and last 
tenth took 50 per cent. of the time. 

Surely it is logical and right that this 
kind of problem should be further looked 
into. 

There was another corroborative piece 
of evidence obtained where time studies 
were made since thé war which showed 
that the very highest man-hours taken on 
certain houses were not due to the in- 
efficiency of the workers while on the site 
but to bad time-keeping which varied at 
different stages in the contract. When on 
the site the men worked up to what was 
considered a reasonable output per head 
but, if you analysed their time on a simple 
basis, the loss of time was in the bad 
time-keeping which argued quite wide- 
spread relative incompetence of manage- 
ment at some level. That is simply a 
question, of fact. Where are the man- 


hours being spent which we read about 


when we hear that the building industry 
is costing a lot in the way of labour man- 
hours? ey are questions of fact which 
cannot be solved by, what is called com- 
mon experience. It is not good enough. 
You have got to examine those facts 
scientifically by simple methods so that 
you do find out the reason as to why 
there should be some different form of 
management or, at national level, some 
readjustment of the flow of materials 
should be made. I strongly. urge that 
statistics can lend a hand in that kind of 
problem. I have only given two examples 
but there are many others. 

Apart from this question of the begin- 
ning and end of contratts there is the 
question of planning of sites and layout 
of roads and where houses and schools 
should be put so as to economise in cost 
ultimately. The chief point about this 
is that this is a problem in which the 
architect must be concerned, even if he is 
one stage removed from it, because the 
whole future of building depends on 
bringing down costs.. The architect is 
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even more specially concerned with the 
problem of space. Space in this country 
is @ very precious, scarce factor and from 
time to time we are very wasteful of it. 
Economic Meaning of “ Costs.” 

What is meant, from the economics 
angle, by costs? The term used by the 
economist means something different 
from the many meanin iven by cost 
accountants or by ind ividual business 
men, In welfare economics, which is the 
kind of economics relevant to the 
ome of building, an estimate has to 

made of those goods and services 
which have to be foregone or done with- 
out in order to obtain a particular set of 
goods and services which we enjoy. 
Therefore cost includes all the indirect 
items of cost. It includes the dirt produced 
by the chimneys and the cost caused in- 
directly by doing some particular thing 
like building a particular factory or 
house and, of course, it includes on the 
credit side the benefits, including all the 
indirect benefits to people who have a 
pleasant town, a pleasant look-out and 
a well-designed house. So by cost we 
mean to include all the interests from 
the amenity point of view. Once we 
look at the thing from that angle it will 
have a great deal of effect on our attitude 
towards certain initial costs in building 
becaus2 clearly we ought to think of the 
benefits accruing to the community from 
a particular building over the length of 
its life. Those estimates must be rough 
but they must not be omitted for that 
reason. 

In the case of housing it is particularly 
important to bear in mind the running, 
costs of the house and not just the initial 
costs\of putting it up. Where you have a 
system, such as there is-in America, of 
tenting houses to include heating, there 
is a strong incentive for economy and 
science to be applied to the methods of 
heating. For that reason district heating 
schemes have gone further in America 
than here. Where the landlord has a 
real interest in the cost of heating, the 
cost of heating terids to be low. Of 
course, as a community we have exactly 
the same interest and perhaps an even 
stronger one because of our special 
problem of fuel ponconeneg 6 Therefore 
the benefits from a proper heating system 
should be brought in against any extra 
cost involved in putting in modern fuel 
appliances or building a district heating 
scheme. One is not convinced that the 
present method of looking at the finance 
of housing has had sufficient regard to 
this aspect of the matter. That applies to 
London housing where you have flats 
built with no lifts and so on, where alk 
sorts of costs are going to be incurred bv 
the unfortunate individuals living in 
them, which ought to be set off 
against the cost of putting in the amenity 
in the first instance. This is not a ques- 
tion of higher standards but of come: 
ing the actual cost against benefits 
ahead. 


Future Building Programme. 

The next overall question of economics, 
I suppose, is: What is the general size 
of the building programme likely to be 
for some years to come? Can we afford 
to meet the needs of the comnrunity: as 
we should like to do? I should like to 
say a word or two about that because, 
unless I am wrong, I detect some signs 
of a retreat from the general outline of 
20 years ahead which Lord Simon laid 
down in his book some years ago and 
which was more or less adopted, in offi- 
cial policy, as a basis for the building 
programme. There is a retreat from the 
general point of view of 1944 and a ten- 
dency to think that wé are somehow or 
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other building a long way beyond our 
needs. 

What are our needs? Do we need to 
do this building? Is there some idea that 
perhaps we have now passed the peak of 
housing and building needs, and have our 
calculations been all wrong? The fac- 
tors in that calculation are rather com- 
plex but the main ones are, first, the need 
to AF peti housing for the new families 
and second, to provide houses for re- 
placement when the period of meeting 
the new family need has come to an end. 

The great problem is to know what 
separate households are to be regarded as 
separate families, and it looks as though 
15,000,000 families in 1950 for Great 
Britain, assuming quite a small propor- 
tion of single wae families, is a reason- 
able figure. If that is so, we shall meet 
all our family needs, if we keep up the 
current rate of housing, by 1955. What 
do we allow for replacement? 

Here again I must say that the need 
is for more facts. We must have a proper 
survey of the housing needs of this 
country based on an investigation of the 
present housing position. At the moment 
our last census of housing volume is 18 
years old and we are in the dark. 

in conclusion, Professor Bowen said: 
We have got to regard our space as very 
valuable economically and our existing 
stock of buildings as very valuable and 
there is also the question of the cost of 
one | and converting where it can 
be done, but not necessarily letting towns, 
whole villages and cottages get into a 
bureaucratic machine. On the other 
hand we do not want to go to the other 
extreme and say that if people choose 
to live in slums we must let them stay 
there. But we must bring the architect’s 
skill and the architect’s eye into look- 
ing at this problem if we are going to 
use our space and our buildings to the 
best advantage. What I want to try to 
get across is that architects have a 
tremendous social responsibility in this 
matter. Let them fight for the extra 
one per cent. on the contract cost in 
new schemes to give them statues and 
fountains and other pleasant things, 
because the buildings we are going to put 
up must last a very long time. On the 
other hand, let them look at the other 
99 per cent. of the contract cost, although 
it is not their main responsibility, with 
the eye of a Henry Ford. 


Discussion. 

Lorp SIMON OF WYTHENSHAWE, M.A., 
M.Inst.C.E., proposing a vote of thanks 
said that in Manchester they were anxious 
to get on with some really fine buildings 
but the whole of the site they had got 
had a limited number of dwelling-houses 
on it. They had one largish building 
which they could get on with now if it 
were not for .12 dwelling-houses. This 
matter was raised in the University Coun- 
cil ahd the Lord Mayor of Manchester 
was there and he said that no one must 
dare to bring forward a proposal for a 
university building which would put 12 
people out of their houses. Lord Simon 
thought that that was an exaggerated 
view and that they should build a few 
first-rate buildings. * : 

Mr. R. R. CosTAtn, who seconded, said: 
“I am rather allergic to figures. It is 
said, from statistics, that we are better fed 
than before the war but that is from the 
Ministry’s figures, not mine! This ques- 
tion: of statistics and facts is all right pro- 
vided that the facts and figures are u: 
in the right way. Our industry is a very 
individualistic industry. We can try to 
collate and get together general facts but 
I suggest that each site has many indivi- 
dual problems attached to it and that 
must be very strongly borne in mind.” 
Mr. S. G. KADLEIGH said: “I should 


sed Perception; to regard artistic 
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like to know to what extent, or to what 
degree of accuracy, it is possible to esti- 
mate cost in any sense of the word—not 
necessarily pounds, shillings and pence— 
of a building contract which has been de- 
signed. In my _ experience, which is 
limited, I know, there are great variations 
in cost of a similar design from one por- 
tion of the country to another, from. one 
building contractor to another and so on.” 

Mr. C. N. Craic said he thought it 
deplorable that Professor Bowen should 
suggest that by 1955 we should have 
broken the back of the housing pro- 
gramme. In the London area the waiting 
lists were growing faster than the number 
of houses being put up. 

In reply, Pror. Bowen said that with 
regard to the extent of the accuracy of 
cost estimates on any building contract— 
Mr. Kadleigh raised the point about the 
costs coming out differently in different 
parts of the country. Professor Bowen 
thought that that strengthened the case 
for studying the costs of contracts rather 


ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM 
Students’ Evening at the A.A. 


HE discussion at the Architectural 
Association, on May 25, on the 
subject of architectural criticism drew 
a crowded attendance, and the proceed- 
ings continued until a late hour. Mr. 
R. E. ENTHOVEN was in the chair. 

Discussion was opened by Mr. A. F. 
SHANNON, who began by qioting and re- 
jecting the inscription over the entrance 
to the Victoria~ and Albert Museum: 
“The excellence of every art must con- 
sist in the complete accomplishment of 
its purpose.” The purpose of the archi- 
tect, he said, might or might not be com- 
pletely accomplished, but if the critic 
believed in any ultimate standard of good 
he must submit the subject of his ap- 
praisal to the highest court of criti- 
cism, and if the architect’s work failed 
there it was irrelevant to inquire whether 
its purpose had been fulfilled. 

Mr. Shannon continued: “In order 
that the appraisal of a given work may 
be made as rationally and as objectively 
as possible, it is convenient to subdivide 
the procedure of architectural criticism 
into quite separate stages. As most 
logically defined by Professor Greene of 
Princeton, there are five of these ap- 
plicable to all the arts: formal excel- 
lence or pure formal beauty at the 
bottom of the scale, artistic quality or 
perfection next, artistic integrity above 
that, then artistic truth, and finally 
artistic greatness. The value of this kind 
of classification is, of course, that apart 
from providing a rationale which facili- 
tates objective appraisal without condi- 
tioning it, it sets before us a relative 
scale of values and makes it difficult to 
confuse factors of great technical in- 


terest, ssibly with the qualities to 
which they should but may easily not 
contribute. It reminds us that the ulti- 


mate end of a work of architecture is 
artistic greatness, and that to this end all 
lesser qualities must contribute. But so 
far have we sunk from its general 
realisation that. it has long since become 
common practice for critics to ignore it 
and to lower their whole standards of 
integrity 
as the very summit of architectural 
achievement and frequently even to look 
on formal excellence or functional effi- 
ciency as the highest aim of the archi- 
tect. The practice of ignoring the upper 
levels of artistic appraisal produces not 
merely the danger that qualities of truth 
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than the reverse because further 
might result in a better control in advange 
of the costs and a better assessment. 


_ He did not intend to say that the hous. 
ing problem would be solved by 1955 ang 
if he did say that he must apologise. Wha 
he. intended to say was that there were 
two major factors in the housing demand. 
First, the need to have as many houses 
as there were extra families and, s 
replacement needs, Those were not the 
only factors; there was geographical 
shift, for example, which increased the 
demand.. He was trying to prove a nega- 
tive proposition, that contrary to w 
was being said there was no fear that the 
building problem would sag in the 1950s, 
All he was anxious to say was that there 
was enough need to carry on through the 
1950’s. He was not suggesting that 
300,000 or 350,000 houses was as many 
as we should like each year but that these 
two factors alone, new families and re. 
placement, would keep the industry going 
for at least 10 to 15 years more. 
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and greatness shall not be recognised, 
but on account of this non-recognition 
we cannot properly assess the contribution 
made at the lower levels. Our criti- 
cism becomes invalid at the bottom if 
we fail to recognise the highest aim 
which the architect should have in view,” 

It was by no means infrequent, said 
Mr. Shannon, for a building which was 
universally recognised .as being great 
architecture to be partially defective at 
a lower level of assessment. In such a 
case any adverse criticism of its aesthetic 
or formal defects, although accurate, was 
in effect invalid. The converse to this 
proposition was also true—i.e., that if a 
work displayed no breadth of human ex- 
perience or depth of spiritual insight, it 
counted for nothing, however perfect its 
formal organisation might be. Histori- 
cal criticism, determining the nature and 
expressing the intent of works of art in 
their historical content, was closely 
studied and persistently applied; but be- 
yond this the critic’s task required an 
imaginative realisation of the precise 
content and intention of the architect's 
work. If the critic did not possess this 
understanding he could only judge the 
work with reference to his own subjec- 
tive feelings, or else attempt to measure 
it against some artificial system of rules 
and mechanical attributes; but the work 
of most of the greatest artists of to-day 
was so personal to themselves in its 
language of expression that no‘ system 
of rules could give even an approximate 
idea of its value. 

In certain quarters the need was felt 
for a more consistent theory of modem 
architecture, for a canon of criticism 
which would have a more general appli- 
cation than any that had been so far 
evolved. He saw little hope of any 
immediate attainment of this ideal, and, 
further, as an ideal it seemed to him4 
false one. 

Coming to the application of his 
theory of criticism, Mr. Shannon said 
that completeness was something which 
criticism too often lacked. The criti 
should be able to do more than critr 
cise a building in the light of its imm 
diate environment by the standards cur 
rent amongst his own contemporariés 
At the present time perhaps he should 
have particular regard to such matt 
as the vertical axis in three dimensional 
form, symmetry and ornament, the ¢x* 























gone 3 1949 





jon of spiritual universals in archi- 
yecture, human dignity, the resolution of 
conflict and the detection of false sim- 
icity which expressed nothing but 
gpiritual weakness and impoverishment. 


Criticism as a Communication. 
Mr. ANDREW DERBYSHIRE, who fol- 
, said that if one was to act as 
diectively as possible one must interpret 
one’s actions Critically, but might not be 
consciously aware of doing so, because 
criticism was as much a function of the 
ynconscious as of the conscious mind. 
When one said, “ What a horrible noise,” 
one was communicating either to one’s 
conscious self or to someone else one’s 
interpretation of an experience. This 
jdea of criticism as 4 communication was 
important, and became more so when 
one thought of it on the conscious level 
gs a reasoned interpretation of experience 
in terms of a criterion or value judg- 
ment, because it was here that criti- 
cism Was more often a communication 
between man and man than a silent 
soliloquy within the individual. At the 
conscious articulate level criticism was a 
means of communication between the 
members of a social group through which 
they all came to act more or less to the 
same purpose. At this level it became an 
analytical, rational function: it was the 
logic of judgment and persuasion. There 
were a number of fallacies standing in 
the way of a proper comprehension of 
the nature of criticism. One was that 
criticism was only valuable when it was 
objective and well informed. But the 
human mind never functioned exclusively 
at either conscious or subconscious 
level, and therefore criticism must always 
be to some extent the rationalisation of 
prejudice. If anyone asked whether the 
critic should judge according to his indi- 
vidual sensibility or should try to be as 
objective as possible, the answer was that 
the critic could not help doing both. 
Mr. Derbyshire continued: “The 


second fallacy I want to dispose of has 
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recently found new life in the pages of the 
Architectural Review; and this is that 
before one can develop a flourishing 
body of criticism one must first of all 
laboriously construct some sort of 
theoretical and philosophical framework 
called a canon on which subsequent 
criticism, when one gets round to it, can 
be hung. According to my definition of 
criticism as a social communication, I 
think it follows that the construction of 
such a framework of theory is actually 
one of the prime functions of* criticism 
itself. In other words, the only solution 
to a lack of criticism is not more 
theorising in the air, but more criticism 
of real buildings. To go scraping round 
the world for theories seems to be a 
rather transparent evasion of a clear re- 
sponsibility.” 

The third fallacy which Mr. Derbyshire 
attacked was the notion that criticism had 
its greatest value when derogatory. 
Criticism, to be fruitful, he said, must 
have the positive function of encouraging 
that which was held to be good as well 
as the negative function of discouraging 
that which was bad. 

The greatest fallacy, in our ap- 
proach to architecture and its criticism 
to-day, lay in the fact that we had for- 
gotten about people. As an example, 
there was the criticism in the architec- 
tural Press of the L.C.C. housing. At 
no time did this refer to the opinion 
of the people who were living in the 
houses, and the notices posted in the 
County Hall invited criticism from prac- 
tising architects experienced in contempo- 
rary housing design, the implication of 
this, being that no one else could be a 
competent critic. 

Mr. Derbyshire concluded by saying 
that the function of criticism in contem- 
porary architecture was first to restore 
the vital communication between the 
architect, the clients for whom he worked, 
and the operatives and others with whom 
he worked. }t must also restore the vital 
connection between student and architect, 
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because a lively tradition of criticism 
within the profession was a prerequisite 
of full criticism in the world outside. 

Among the speakers who took part in 
the subsequent discussion was MR. 
GOODHART-RENDEL, P-P.R.I.B.A., who 
said that, supposing one was asked to 
criticise the work of a practising archi- 
tect, the first obligation was to find out 
what that architect was aiming at; and 
he (Mr. Rendel) doubted whether criti- 
cism could get much further than estab- 
lishing the particular target at which the 
architect had been firing and finding out 
which were the “inners” and which the 
“outers” of the work. This was fairly 
easy so long as the criticism was confined 
to the work of any one man, but it was 
no use to judge the work of one man by 
the standard you set up for another. 
Having established the target at which an 
architect aimed, could you say whether 
he ought to have fired at that target at 
all? That was a much higher function 
of criticism. 

Mr. OSBERT LANCASTER said that many 
critics seemed to regard a trained his- 
torical sense or scientific knowledge as a 
substitute for the visual sense, but the 
visual sense was essential for the critic 
of architecture. As to the interest of the 
public in architecture, there had been an 
immense increase in that during the last 
twenty years. When speaking on the 
subject in village halls he was sometimes 
surprised at the interest and “ aware- 
ness ” shown by members of the audience. 

As to other points brought out in the 
discussion, more than one speaker said 
that criticism of architecture must be a 
matter of personal feeling. Another 
point was that the architect being re- 
sponsible for the spending of other 
people’s money, any criticism of his 
work involved a suggestion that he had 
spent that money unwisely. This was 
why the criticism of architecture was so 
susceptible to the law of libel. A lady 
speaker thought the architect should be 
allowed to answer back to critics. 
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RYE HOUSE POWER STATION. Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, R.A., Architect. 
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THE HOPE-STREET BLOCK. Detail of staircase entrance and refuse chute. 


THE WILBERFORCE ESTATE, BATTERSEA 
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THE site of this housing estate for 

the London County Council is a 
flat area of about 84 acres, partially 
cleared for housing before the war 
Bounded by York-road, Wynter-street 
Hope-street and Maysoule-road, i: 
contains a site for a future school within 
the perimeter of the estate. 


PLAN : The buildings comprise eigh 
separate blocks, six of standard typ- 
each containing 16 maisonettes and 2 
flats, and two non-standard blocks, on: 
containing 4 maisonettes and 15 flats anc: 
the other 42 flats. The total accom- 
modation is 283 dwellings and a house 
for the estate superintendent. Th 
standard blocks contain maisonettes o: 
ground and first, and second and thir 
floors, and flats on the fourth floor 
served by public staircase at each enc 
of the block. This arrangement re 
duces the number of access balconie 
which are a difficult feature of this typ: 
of housing. 


FOUNDATIONS : Compressed  con- 
crete piles throughout, on account of the 
poor bearing quality of the soil, which 
consisted largely of made-up ground. 


WALLS : Walls are solid load-bearing 
brickwork externally, with buff-coloured 
wire-cut facings. Cross walls 9 in. 
brick. Breeze partitions internally. 


FLoors : Mass concrete to ground 
floors ;_ steel filler joist construction 
and concrete slab infilling, cast in situ, 
to upper floors. Finished coloured 
cement to halls, bathrooms and kitchens; 
plastic surfacing laid in situ to living- 
rooms and bedrooms. 
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General view of standard blocks from Maysoule-road. 
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View of typical block, from Maysoule-road. Below: Plans. 
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Third-floor 
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Second-floor plan. 
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Roors: Timber consiruction with 
hipped ends at 474 deg. pitch, felted and 
battened, and covered with concrete 
tiling. 


FINIsHES : Timber sliding sash win- 
dows, timber doors and frames. Lime 
plaster throughout to walls with hard 
angles, and cement skirtings. Cold- 
glaze wall finish to kitchens, bath- 
rooms and entrance halls. Walls and 
ceilings distempered ; joinery painted. 
Flush-panelled baths. 


EQuIPMENT : Coal fires in _living- 
rooms, gas in one bedroom of each 
flat. Gas hot water heater and copper. 
Points for refrigerator in each kitchen. 
Fitted kitchens, coal and clothes cup- 
boards. Communal drying rooms and 
individual pram stores in each block. 
Refuse chute on external balconies. 


Architects : Sir John Burnet, Tait 
and Partners, 10, Bedford-square, W.C. | 


The consulting engineers were Messrs 
R. T. James and Partners, and the quan. 
tity surveyor, Mr. O. E. Parratt, 
F.R.LC.S. The general contractors 
were Messrs. Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., who also executed the 
joinery. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers engaged were : 
Franki Compressed Piling Co., Ltd., WE 

rman Long, Ltd., steelwork ; atthew 
Hall, Ltd., sanitation services ; Saville and Co., 
electrical services; R. Y. Ames and Son 
facing bricks ; J. H. Sankey and Co., Ltd., 
roofing ; Enfield Stone Co., Ltd., cast stone- 
work and precast concrete ; Smith (Horley), 
Ltd., metalwork ; Val de Travers Asphalte 
Paving Co., asphalt and tarmacadam ; Excel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., flat roofing ; Comyn Ching 
and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; Rippers, Ltd., 
kitchen fitments; Clark and Eaton, Ltd., 
glazing ; Richardsons, Ltd., plastering and floor 
screeding ; Vitretex, Ltd., plastic flooring ; 
Robb’s Cement Enamel Finishes, Ltd., cold glaze ; 
United Paint Co., Ltd., paint ; and South 
London Decorators, painting contractors. 


A view of a standard block, showing access balconies. 
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External view. 
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CONVERSION OF BLOOMSBURY HOUSES 
17, 18 and 19, Featherstone Buildings, 
for the Holborn Borough Council 


L. M. GOTCH AND PARTNERS, in consultation with 
S. A. G. COOK, A.R.IL.B.A., HOLBORN BOROUGH ARCHITECT 


NE of the problems which faced 

many London local authori- 
ties, after the intensive air raids, 
was the use they were to make of 
available housing property in their 
areas. Owing to changes in the 
standard of living and the social 
conditions prevailing in this 
country, it was found that the ex- 
isting property was not now suit- 


able for homeless families in need 
of rehousing. The constitution of 
families had changed, and large 
houses with servants’ quarters were 
no longer needed, but there was at 
the same time in some areas a 
dearth of smaller houses. 

This problem was particularly 
acute in Central London, where 
large areas were planned as charm- 
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ing squares surrounded by houses 
of Queen Anne or early Georgian 
architecture. The solution was 
found in “conversion.” It was 
found that without destroying ay 
of the architectural features of th-se 
fine houses, they could be conver:2d 
into three, four, and five self-ci:n- 
tained flats and ‘thus prov de 
modern homes for some of the 
bombed-out families. By partitisn- 
ing some of the larger rooms, p'o- 
viding a_ kitchen-bathroom 
w.c. on each floor, and by erect 1g 
a small partition with an entra 
door on each landing, new horse 
were provided out of the homes 
the past. 

The Borough of Holborn, in 
heart of London, was particulay'y 
affected by this problem, since wi: 
in its boundaries are all the famc.: 
Bloomsbury squares. Its Cour:i 
readily seized on this method 
utilising these large houses, a= 
since the end of the war, 133 hou 
have been requisitioned, conversi 
schemes prepared and carried o 
and a total number of 455 un: 
of accommodation provided. 

In some cases these large hous:s 
were themselves damaged by enery 
action, and the problem then was to 
preserve as many of the pleasant 
architectural features as possibie 
and at the same time repair and 
convert. An example of this is 
17, 18 and 19, Featherstone Build- 
ings, which at the end of the war 
were three isolated houses left in the 
middle of a large bombed site. They 
were inspected many times before 
it was decided to utilise what was 
left of them, but after all the houses 
which were slightly damaged had 
been repaired and occupied, there 
was still a long waiting list of home- 
less families, and in desperation the 
Council turned to those badly 
bombed properties which could be 
made habitable for the time being 
by repair. 

These three houses were a shell 
only. The roof was missing, the 
walls buckled and interior plaster 
and panelling broken and dislodged; 
nevertheless it was thought that 
with a little structural work they 
would’ provide useful accom- 
modation. 

At the time the scheme was being 
prepared there were still many 
restrictions as to the use of labour 
and materials, anid the best use had 
to be made of the means at the 
Council’s disposal. It was not pos- 
sible to plan an ideal conversion nor 
to do complete justice to the style 
of architecture; all that could be 
done was to make the houses 
habitable at a reasonable cost. 
The framework of the building was 
of 12 in. by 12 in. and 12 in. bv 
6 in. oak beams, and the front wall 
of 44 in. facing to a 9 in. backing 
of common brick; these construct- 
tions had weakened due to blast. 
and several panels had to be pinned 
up and rebuilt; the roofs have un- 
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fortunately not been reinstated and have temporary 
covering only. 

Due to the open roof and defective brickwork, 
dry rot had attacked the floor timbers and some of 
the panelling, and drastic steps had to be taken to 
eradicate this, with the unfortunate result that 
certain sections of the panelling had to be replaced 
with plaster. As will be seen from the plans, six 
housing units were produced: one flat and one 
maisonette in each house. 

The architects for the scheme were Messrs. L. M. 
Gotch and Partners, in consultation with Mr. S. A. G. 
Cook, A.R.I.B.A., the Borough Architect of Holborn, 
The work was carried out by Messrs. W. Nicholson 
and Sons. The total cost of providing the six units 
was £5,054. 


CONVERSION OF BLOOMSBURY HOUSES, 
17, 18 AND 19, FEATHERSTONE BUILDINGS, 
FOR HOLBORN M.B.C. 








. M. GOTCH AND PARTNERS, in consultation with 
A. G. COOK, A.R.L.B.A.. HOLBORN BOROUGH 
ARCHITECT. 











Detail of door to top-floor flat. Detail of staircase at ground-floor level. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


\Wijst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
onal and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do. not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of corre, nts, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
@s possible.} 


Educating the Builder’s Foreman: 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 


gr—l have received from-Mr. J. E. 
Bathurst, manager of the National 
Association of Foremen in America, 
details of his organisation. . He claims 
that this organisation not only provide 
tested ways and means of developing 
foremen, but that they are also able to 
bring all levels of management closer 
together, : 

The National Association of Foremen 
has set itself the task of making possible 
the formation of Management Clubs and, 
following your recent editorial “ Educat- 
ing the Builder’s Foreman,”* I am hoping 
you will spare some of your valuable 
space for this brief ear of the aims, 
composition and work of these clubs, as 
I feel something on similar lines in 
Britain would help. , 

The clubs have a four-fold objective: 
(1) To unite all levels of management into 
a smooth working team; (2) to provide 
time-proven ways and means ‘for self- 
development; @) to: provide a_ tested 
means for pooling ideas and resources; 
(4) to promote a_ professional spirit 
among management ‘men. 

It appears that two types of club are 
encouraged—the “Shop Club,” which is 
described as a family affair, and the “ City 
Club,” which is usually composed of fore- 
men and other executives from several 
or all industries within a particular city. 

The Shop Club draws its entire mem- 
bership from one firm. Through such a 
group executive management has .a 
tegular opportunity to -present policies 
and future plans to its foremen. A Shop 
Club establishes between executives and 
supervisors a.relationship which gives 
each group: a better understanding of 
each other’s problems. This of club 
can be-very strong because it is founded 
upon one of the strongest motives for any 
organisation—self interest. Nothing is 
so important to the normal person as his 
own job. at is exactly what the Shop 
Club deals with. Studies of policy, em- 
ployee regulations, improved production, 
costs and safety can be made as practical 

‘problems which are encountered every 
day in one’s own firm. : 

Costs cannot be effectively controlled 
unless the man who is actually super- 
vising the job understands how direct 

labour, indirect labour, supplies, main- 
tenance, spoliage of .material and other 
items affect cost. The foreman is con- 
trolling thousands of. pounds of his com- 
pany’s monzy, and he must thoroughly 
understand the broader principles of his 
company’s policy. The Shop Foreman’s 
club or Factory Foreman’s club provides 
an educational .clearing house for. the 
definite day-to-day problems of produc- 
tion and relationship developing in one 
particular firm. : : 

The main purpose of the City group is 

to develop its members as executives and 

leaders, and to present general ideas an 
concepts which will stimulate further 
individual study. It taps a_ greater 
reservoir of thinking for use in general 
education, modern practice or organisa- 
tion, analysis of methods and of instruc- 
tion in the elements and function of 

supervision. . 

As is evident, the City Club and the 

Shop Club are in no way rival organisa- 

tions. Individually they are of invaluable 
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service to the foremen themselves and to 
their companies. Working co-operatively, 
they form a vast store of education and 
inspiration for betterment. 

I have sufficient mformation in my 
Possession to yg So the development of 
a club within a and I am prepared 
to lay this before any company inter- 
ested. I offer this for no other reason 
than that J think it a practical move 
toward educating the builder’s foreman. 

F. H. GrReGorY. 
31, Fairmead-road, N.19. 


South Africa and Britain : 
A Housing Problem 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


~IR,—I was extremely interested to read 
the article on page 528 of your issue 
of April 29 on housing in South Africa. 
The cost of housing in that country would 
at first appear to be extremely high, but 
when .comparéd with the average Euro- 
pean salary in that country, the ratio of 
cost to salary is no higher than in Britain. 
Despite that, and ‘also the fact that there 
are a agin ef very large numbers 
of peo urgently requiring acommoda- 
tion, there are at the moment approxi- 
mately 1,800 empty houses in ‘the Johan- 
nesburg area. These houses are empty 
because they are financially out of the 
reach of the average European worker. 


It gives much food for thought that 
a condition of this description has arisen 
in South Africa so soon after the war, 
and I can only assume that. the same 
thing would have occurred in Britain by 
this time if builders had been free to 
build private houses for sale. My opin- 
ion is that the Government’s housing 
policy is largely right but, at the same 
time, freedom should be given to builders 
to erect houses for sale for that portion 
of the nation which is at the moment ex- 
cluded from the benefits of the present 
scheme. Judging from South Africa’s 
figures, it would not be long before we 
would be in, the same position in England 
if, due to financial conditions, uncontrol- 
led building were allowed. 

E. Davis. 


71, Hale-drive, N.W.7. 


“Is House Construction 
Efficiently Organised?” 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


IR,—I wish te bear out Mr. Rowley’s 
argument in your issue for May 20, 
and to supplement it with my experience 
in the past. We have devoted consider- 
able time and thought to the evolution 
of up-to-date constructions with a view 
to cutting out or reducing all materials 
in short supply, such as timber, and steel, 
and simultaneously to produce an effi- 
cient and cheap structure. 


We have found that, partly by the use 
of new materials and products, or simpli- 
fied forms of conventional constructions, 
and partly by the use of modular plan- 
ning and repetition, this is possible. 
However, it is absolutely necessary that 


d_ the contractor should be willing to learn 


this new way of building, otherwise no 
saving can be effected. : 
. To illustrate the point, we :designed a 
1,000-ft. two-storey dwelling house, with 
central’ heating, in South London and 
invited two firms to tender. The top esti- 
mate was £2;550, whilst the estimate of 
the contractor who studied our construc- 
tion very carefully was £1,850. 
Louris ErpI. 
27, Knightrider-street, E.C.4. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Salaries of New Town 
Corporation’s Officials 


In reply to VISCOUNTESS DAVIDSON, 
Mr. SILKIN said that the salaries of Chair- 
men of Harlow and Stevenage Develop- 
ment Corporations were £1,500: Vice- 
Chairmen receive £1,000, and other mem- 
bers £400 per annum. Travelling and 
subsistence allowances were payable on 
the scale of temporary Government Com- 
missions. The General Managers of 
both Corporations were on a salary 
range of £2,500-£3,000, and other chief 
officers from £1,350 to £2,000. These 
officers were eligible for subsistence 
allowances when travelling on duty up to 
a maximum of 33s. 6d. when away for 
24 thours. 


Steel Supply. 


Mr. Prratin asked the Minister of - 


Health whether, in view of the antici- 
pated surplus of steel available for use 
in Britain in the coming year he would 
make more available for housing and 
step up the housing programme. 

Mr. BEvan said that steel was one and 
one only of the factors which limited 
the housing programme. 


Servicemen’s Houses. 

Mr. ‘TurTON asked the Minister of 
Health how many local authorities in 
the allocation of new houses waived 
residence qualification in the case of 
application from men about to leave one 
of the Services; and whether he would 
draw the attention of all local authori- 
ties to the need for special consideration 
towards serving personnel of the armed 
forces who, by reason of their service, 
could not obtain a residence qualifica- 
tion. 

Mr. BEvAN said that the information 
asked for in the first part of the question 
was not available. As to the second part, 
advice was included in Circular 109/45, 
and in a recent Report by his Central 
Housing Advisory Committee which he 
had sent to all housing authorities. 


Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts. 

Mr. H. Lewis Austin asked the 
Minister of Health, in view of the fact 
that the majority of local authorities did 
not operate the Small Dwellings Acquisi- 
tion Acts and that a large section of the 
population were unaware of their pro- 
visions, if he would circularise all local 
authorities, drawing their attention to the 
need for making such provisions more 
widely known. 

Mr. BeEvAN said he would. 


Private Enterprise Building. 

COLONEL StoppaRT Scotr asked the 
Minister of Health, in view of the fact 
that Mr. Thackrah, 66, Karnac-road, 
Leeds, wished to’ build 50 modern flats 
to let in Horsforth and was prepared to 
offer them to the council in order to 
diminish their housing waiting list, and 
that the housing in this, the largest. vil- 
lage in England, was being held up owing 
to the restrictions relating to the issue 
of building licences for houses which 
could be built by private builders, if he 
would increase the quota of building 
licences allocated to that council. 

Mr. Bevan replied in the negative. He 
said that the discretion given to local 
authorities to issue up to one-fifth. of 
their allocation by way of licences was 
the utmost concession that could be 
made at this time consistently: with the 
housing policy of the Government that 
houses should be available at reasonable 
rents to those in greatest need. 
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PRESTRESSED 
CONCRETE 


A Leeds Exhibition 


SPEAKING at the ming of a Pre- 
stressed Concrete Exhibition at 47, Brig- 

te, Leeds, on May 27, the RT. Hon. 

RD Morrison, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Works, said. that 
he did not want. anyone to think that 
prestressed concrete was some tempo- 
rary expedient of this difficul gp 
world, but, at the same time, could 
not refrain from drawing attention to the 
fact that it used no more than one-fifth 
of the amount of steel required in a re- 
inforced concrete structure of Ye peat 
strength, and it might save, at same 
time, approximately one-third or more 
of the quantity of cement. “These,” 
added the Parliamentary Secretary, “ are 
vital considerations in our economic 
position y, but even when our eco- 
nontic position is easier such savings of 
our national natural resources will still 
be important. The Ministry. of Works 
believes in the future of prestressed con- 
crete. At our field test unit near Lon- 
don designs are being tried out and 
tested and the necessary equipment re- 
quired for the | rene wee process is 
being devised and developed. At Edin- 
burgh we have started the construction 
of what we believe to be the first multi- 
storey building in the country erected 
with prestressed beams. All this techni- 
cal knowledge which we have acquired is 
available to each one of you. We are 
most anxious that more use should be 
made of our research work. As a Min- 
istry we are pleased to learn of the for- 
mation of the Prestressed Concrete 
Development Group which we hope will 
be successful in collecting and disseminat- 
ing all the available technical knowledge 
in this new material and technique of 
prestressed concrete.” 


THE CEMENT INDUSTRY 
Opposition to Nationalisation 
Threat 


REPLIES received to-date from stock- 
holders. of The Associated Portland 
Cement Manufacturers, Ltd., and its sub- 
sidiaries, in response to a circular letter 
issued by Mr. George Earle, the chair- 
man, on April 21, disclose an overwhelm- 
ing opposition ‘to nationalisation of the 
cement industry. In all 33,693 letters 
were sent out, and 24,340 answers have 
been received, something over 72 per 
cent. Of the replies, we are informed, 
more than 99 per cent. record opposition 
to the nationalisation of thé industry and 
authorise the directors to take such steps 
as they deem advisable to oppose it. 
Only 60 replies were in favour of 
nationalisation. 

Full details of the contents of ‘the 
letter issued to stockholders by Mr. 
Earle were given in The Builder, April 29. 
A further statement has now been cir- 
culated to stockholders which, in stating 
that it is “ doubtful whether Government 
operation of the cement industry could 
better its present record,” gives figures 
showing how the price of cement in 
London compares with other capitals in 
the world. With the London price per 
ton net, including bags, at 70s., the 
nearest- comparable price overseas is 
shown as that in Brussels, where the 
price is 71s. 6d. At the other end of 
the scale is Buenos Aires, where the price 
is 157s. 6d. 

The statement concludes: 

“What conceivable public advantage 
can there be in risking the disruption of 
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an industry whose manufacturing effi- 
ciency is proven to be of the hi 
whose s of distribution cannot 
feasibly improved, which has kept 
its quality high and its prices low, and 
given fair and reasonable treatment to 
workman, consumer and _ stockholder, 
whose labour relations are ananeent: and 
which throughout,:in peace and in war, 
has fully discharged its duty as an im- 
portant member of .the national 
economy?” 


‘HOUSING TARGET 
MAY BE BEATEN” 


Mr. Norman Longley Addresses 
Seuthern Counties Builders 
[HE possibility that the building in- 

dustry looked like beating the 
Minister of Health’s housing target of 
180,000 houses in 1949 was mentioned by 
Mr. NorMAN LONGLEY, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, when he addressed the South- 
ern Counties Employers at their half- 
yearly meeting at Eastbourne on May 31. 

Mr. Longley said: 

“We all know the part the industry 
played in the war, but we are apt to for- 
get that in the last years we were drained 
of our young men for the Forces and left 
a skeleton industry only. Since the war 
we have struggled against every possible 
difficulty, and now we find ourselves back 
into swing again and on the top of our 
job. We look like beating the Minister 
of Health’s housing target of 180,000 in 
1949. What we need is a continuity of 
work and a free hand to get it. 


“When I took office a few months ago 
I decided that if I was to make any mark 
at all in going round the country, I must 
have a theme song. I chose the two 
‘ E’s,’ ‘Enterprise and Efficiency.’ These 
two words seem to go right to the root of 
most of our problems. 

“The National Federation is doing 
everything it can to promote education 
and training and to disseminate the results 
of research, but still the responsibility 
must devolve upon us in our individual 
capacity. In the years in front .of us 
attention will undoubtedly be focused on 
research—into both materials and methods 
—and it is of the utmost importance that 
the industry should at once take advan- 
tage of any useful information. Research 
is as important to us as to any other 
industry, but, unfortunately, in the past 
our research has not been sufficiently co- 
ordinated.” 


Chance to Plan Ahead. 


With regard to the £100 “free” limit. 
Mr. Longley said: “If the Minister of 
Works would raise substantially the pre- 
sent ‘free’ limit of £100 for general 
building work, builders engaged on works 
of maintenance, repair, and re-condition- 
ing to many hundreds of thousands of 
buildings would be able to plan their 
work ahead, keep their men steadily em- 
ployed on an organised basis, and so 
reduce costs. 

“Despite rumours that have been 
circulating for the past few weeks, the 
Minister has not, I understand, yet come 
to a-decision. But our view, which we 
hold very strongly, is that the experience 
of the last year fully justifies a substan- 
tial increase. From my own experience 
as a builder the raising of the ‘ free’ limit 
to £100 last year meant a better balanced 
work flow for the industry and, without 
diverting men and materials from essen- 
tial work, such as housing, has enabled 
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inroads to be made on the accumulated 


ghest, maintenance and repair work which 5 


many niillions of houses and other build- 
ings need. The further raising of the 
limit would enable this good work to be 


accelerated. 
“We builders ane doing everythi 


ossible to increase the efficiency of our 
industry, and thus i i 
and bring down costs. We are always 
willing to learn, and that is why in July 
a team from our industry—architects, 
surveyors, operatives and building trades 
employers—are off to the United States 
to study building methods there. 

“As some of you will know, | was 
recently in Rome on the I.L.O. Building 
Committee, and one of the main problems 
discussed was the decasualisation of our 
industry. The resolutions adopted urge 
governments to do all in their power to 
bring about conditions favourable to the 
investment of private capital through our 
industry, and we have called for carefully 

ared schemes of useful projects, so 
that if private investment slackens we can 
still maintain ja high level of activity on 
which our efficiency so much depends, 

“We builders are conscious that 
nes is eee than a — obo 
and slumps. Everything can ibe done 
to avoid them is in the national interest. 
We shall watch with anxiety whether 
present-day governments, aided by plans 
and ‘statistics and all the rest, can improve 
on pre-war conditions: in this respect. We 
give them all possible help.” 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 


Small Extensions Exempt from ‘ 
B.O.T. Certificate 


Tre Board of Trade announces that 
from June 1 applications to local planning 
authorities for permission to make small 
extensions to industrial buildings will no 
longer require a Board of Trade certifi- 
cate. 

Hitherto a certificate to the effect that 
the proposed development was consistent 
with the proper development of industry 
was required for any extensions, however 
small, if the floor space of the original 
building, with the.extension. would exceed 
5,000 sq. ft. 

New regulations which have been made 
by the Board of Trade now provide that, 
irrespective of size of the original 
building, any extensions which do not 
aggregate more than 5,000 sq. ft. of floor 
space over any period of three years since 
July 1, 1948, will not require a Board of 
Trade certificate. The approval of the 
local planning authority will, of course. 
still be required. 

This modification has been made to 
facilitate the large number of requests 
from industrialists for permission to make 
small extensions to existing works. It 
should be noted, however, that this con- 
cession applies only to extensions, and 
that certificates will still be required for 
applications to build new industrial pre- 
mises exceeding 5,000 sq. ft. floor space. 
. The new regulations, which have been 
made under Section 14 (4) of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, are the 
Town and Country Planning (Erection of 
Industrial Buildings) Regulations. 1949: 
S.I. 1949, No. 1025. Similar Regulations, 
the Town and Country Planning (Erec- 
tion of Industrial Buildings) (Scotland) 
Regulations, 1949; S.I. 1949, No. 1026 
S.67, have been made under Section 12 (4) 
of the corresponding Scottish Act. Copies 
of ‘the Regulations are obtainable. price 
1d. each, from H.M. Stationery Office. 
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“HOW THE BUILDER WORKS” 
A Talk by Mr. Nigel Hannen 


A TALK describing some of the more 
{% important aspects of the organi- 
sation of the building industry and 
enumerating several of the major prob- 
jems with which building firms are beset 
to-day was given by Mr. NIGEL > 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, before a recent meeting of 
architectural and building students at the 
Hammersmith School of Building, Lon- 
don. Mr. Hannen said:— 

The character of every industry is 
shaped by the type of product it makes 
and the services it provides, by the re- 
quirements of its customers, and by the 
vigour, skill and enterprise of its man- 
agement and workers. 

The principal factor in shaping the 
character of the building industry is the 
fact that building work must be carried 
out over the whole country, wherever pro- 
perty exists or is required to be built. 

There are some 15,000,000 existing pro- 
perties, all of. which must at some time 
require maintenance and repair, while new 
structural work springs up on the widest 
possible variation of sites, from central 
London to remote fastnesses in moun- 
tainous or swampy districts. 

Building work cannot be centralised. 
It must be done on the client’s site, wher- 
ever that may be, and it must be remem- 
bered that only about half of it is new 
construction. 

The wide dispersion of building sites 
has had its effect on the size of firms and 
has produced a large number of small 
management units. Moreover, the market 
conditions decide what is the most effi- 
cient size of unit for any particular type 
of work. , 

The small unit survives only because 
it can stand the competition of other sized 
units. The medium and large builders 
also exist because, in their respective 
spheres, they can hold their own with all 
comers. 

A census of production in 1935 showed 
that there was very little difference in net 
output per person employed between 
firms employing from 25 to 2,500 men. 
The relative figures were:—Under 25 per- 
sons, £183; between 25 and 2,500, about 
£200; over 2,500, £235 per year. 

It is obvious that the type of work 
undertaken by a very small firm entails 
a very high proportion of unproductive 
ume, moving from job to job, while the 
very large organisation can give a high 
output per man as his contracts can use 
mechanical aids to a much greater extent. 
am pointing this out, first of all to 
dispel any idea that the country could be 


‘wholly served by large corporations, and 


to show that the smaller builder is not 
unnecessary, or even inefficient, in his 
own way. 

_ I also want to show that the building 
industry cannot be compared with manu- 
facturing industries. Although it may be 
possible to extend the number of pre- 
fabricated operations—it should be re- 
membered that the builder uses few raw 
materials on the site—a time when build- 
ing work can approximate to factory work 
48 not yet within sight. 

Far too often consideration of organi- 
Sation and efficiency on building sites re- 
lates only to the large-scale operations, 
completely ignoring the fact that the 
greater part of the industry is engaged on 
maintenance work, alterations and re- 
Pairs, or small building contracts. 

Now I am going to consider relation- 
ship with the architect, from the bigger 
builders’ point of view, and I would here 


point out that in the last 20 years the 
number of these bigger builders has in- 
creased considerably. 


Co-operation in the Industry. 

Nearly 80 years ago the bigger builders 
began to be somewhat troubled with the 
activities of the trades unions, and they 
got together to form local associations, 
which later joined up m the National 
Federation of Building Trades’ Em- 
ployers. In the earlier stages of the 
Federation’s growth their activities were 
almost entirely defensive, but later, and 
particularly in the last 25 years, it has 
been concerned with constructive im- 
provements, in seeing that the industry 
works smoothly and efiiciently, and in 
order to do so it has been in close and 
friendly collaboration with the trades 
unions and also with the professional 
bodies. The Federation can justly claim 
to speak with authority on behalf of 
building trades employers of every type 
and class. 

Co-operation with the professions has 
been firmly based on good will, which has 
developed over a long period, and the 
work of the Joint Contracts Tribunal and 
the Standing Joint Committee for the 
Standard Method of* Measurement of 
Building Works is of considerable bene- 
fit, not only to the industry but also to 
the public. 

This collective co-operation is carried 
down to a happy relationship between 
individual builders and architects, and 
continued working together produces an 
understanding which ensures the client 
getting the best possible service. 


The Large Builder’s Establishment. 

The ‘make-up of the larger builder’s 
establishment has changed considerably 
in reeent years. It is now, to a great 
extent, departmentalised, and may have 
expert technicians not only in building 
construction and engineering but also 
in legal and financial matters. 

In the case of the very large firms, 
they will probably employ men with pro- 
fessional qualifications, capable of initiat- 
ing development schemes, or giving ad- 
vice on specialist technical matters. 

This is an age of specialisation, and the 
contractor has found that there has been 
a growing tendency on the part of archi- 
tects to farm out part of their own work 
to specialist firms. 

Here I would digress for a moment 

to say that this practice, in the view of 
many, is a very serious development. 
Quite apart from the fact that it gives 
rise to doubts as to whether the architect 
knows his job, it often means that the 
client pays the designing fee to the archi- 
tect first, and again in the specialist’s price, 
as well as a high price for the work, 
since it is not submitted in competition. 
, From the contractor’s point of view, 
it is objectionable, for he has little con- 
trol over such favoured sub-contractors, 
and the efficiency of his organisation 
suffers accordingly. 

_ I have said that the contractor’s estab- 
lishment is largely departmentalised. 
Such departments can only expand or 
contract within limits. He must try to 
provide a steady flow of work of the 
right type in sufficient quantities to keep 
his establishment going. 


Approach to the Architect. 


The contractor will want, therefore, 
some means of knowing what work is in 
the offing, so that he does not fill himself 
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up with casual work just when his best 
client or favourite architect is about to 
give him a contract. On the other hand, 
he does not want his work to run dry, 
waiting for the ideal job to come along. 

Some firms have organised tapping of 
the “ bush telegraph” to a great degree. 
In any case, the principals of firms will, 
of course, do their own market research. 
They will be meeting property owners 
and business men in the ordinary course 
of their life. Much information comes 
this way. ; 

From time to time the builder may be 
able to advise a friend on how to set 
about getting a house built, or even an 
industrial building. Some architects, 
though they may hotly deny iit, owe their 
appointment to the advice of a builder— 
and builders are pretty good judges of 
architects. i, 

More normally, of course, it is the 
architect who does the recommending. 
How does he select his firms? He will, 
first of all, choose firms who have worked 
for him in the past and proved them-~- 
selves satisfactory. If he does not have 
personal experience in the particular type 
of work in question, he will go to the 
firms which have established a reputation 
in that respect. I would make a particular 
point of the fact that a firm usually 
excels in a particular field of operation. 
The firm will, as a matter of policy, build 
up a reputation for a particular line, per- 
haps even cheapness of construction with- 
out any other consideration. 

Most builders seek to build up a repu- 
tation which will establish itself as an 
ambassador for them, and, having got a 
job, do their utmost to live up to that 
reputation. ; ‘ ; 

If they can satisfy the client and his 
professional adviser in every respect, it © 
will add to their chances of. establishing 
themselves in the team. As in any other 
direction, much is to be gained by work- 
ing as a team in which each member 
knows the foibles of the other, and can 
interpret or anticipate ideas. It is quite 
certain that the earlier the builder is called 
into consultation, the more efficiently the 
job will go, and for these reasons it 1s 
often more economical not to go te com- 
petition, for that will mean a scratch 
team put together at the last moment. 

But property owners do not build every 
day, and the efficiency of the industry 
is based on the competitive system. The 
normal way in which contracts are placed 
is after competitive tenders have been 
sought. 

This is particularly so at the present 
time, when so much work is being done 
for public authorities, where the personal 
touch is not wanted and previous co- 
operation suspect. 


Tendering. 

When the architect is making up his 
list of firms to be invited to tender, he 
will be actuated by the considerations 
which have been given already. His list 
should not be too long, for all the un- 
successful firms have, to a large extent, 
been wasting their time, but there should 
‘be enough invited to ensure proper com- 
petition. ‘ 

The firms should be of equivalent 
standards, and capable of undertaking the 
work. Public advertisement, which is 
obligatory in the case of much of the 
local authority work, seems a most in- 
appropriate method of selecting a con- 
tractor to build, say, the civic centre. 

Another doubtful theory is that lower 
tenders are cttained by asking the 
builder to take off his. own quantities. 
It is true that, in the past, many small 
builders were unfamiliar with. bills of 
quantities, and from experience, could 
make a pretty good guess at the cost of 
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solution. It is they who can say 
whether a new idea proves effective and 
economical in actual use. The trouble is 
that there is so much that is new that 
it is difficult to assimilate it all. The 
R.I.B.A. and the Federation are consider- 
ing how to improve the methods’ of 
bringing them to the notice of those 
interested. 


The Industry To-day. 

At the present time the work of the 
industry is changed in that a very large 
proportion of it is being carried out for 
the Government or other public bodies. 
The scope for the personal touch and 
friendly co-operation between the archi- 
tect and the firm which is carrying out 
his work is restricted. To some extent 
the professional men have been absorbed 
into the public corporations, but the 
greater part look forward to the time 
when the private owner can again build. 

The builder likewise looks forward to 
that day. He has retained his identity 
while carrying out work for the local 
authorities, and so long as there is fair 
competition’ he does not fear the direct 
labour organised by the local authorities, 
or the Mobile Squad of the Ministry of 
Works. It is a matter of history that 
direct labour failed to compete with the 
private enterprise builder between the 
wars. 

Whether the building owner is a 
private individual, a company or a public 
authority, the relationship between archi- 
tect and contractor should be the same: 
two members of a team. It makes: no 
difference if the architect is an official of 
the public authority, for the building 
owner is also—as are the builder’s 
operatives—a member of the team. 

The B.B.C. “Brains Trust” recently 
was asked if it thought that builders 
should be made to sign the buildings they 
build. The erudite members of that 
august body should realise that builders, 
given, the chance, do in fact sign their 
buildings, and their names, with the names 
of the architects responsible, appear on 
them somewhere, although usually in 
letters too small to be read. 

In conclusion, I would like to sum up 
as: follows: — 

(1) The builder is no longer an illiterate 
person, working by rule of thumb. The 
architect must, therefore, keep himself 
up to date and on top of his job. 

(2) There has been a tendency to rely 
on specialists. They and the engineers 
are usurping the architect’s responsibility. 

(3) The: architects and builders must 
make themselves interested in research in 
order to keep up to date. 

(4) The building owner must make up 
his mind, and the architect his drawings, 
before the work begins. 

(5) The importance of pre-contract 
preparation is paramount. The builder 
cannot estimate. for the job unless he 
knows what he ‘has to do. 

(6) The importance of pre-contract 
preparation is paramount. The builder 
cannot organise his job unless he knows 
what he has to do. 

(7) The builder cannot rely on a steady 
flow of labour and materials unless he 
has organised his job before he starts it. 

(8) The building owner, the architect. 
the builder and the operative are all 
members of a team. 





National Coal Board Appointment. 


Mr. P. NoRMANTON, L.R.I.B.A., who 
has for several years been chief archi- 
tect to the Newcastle (Staffs) Corporation, 
has resigned on being appointed mining 
subsidence architect, North Staffordshire 
Area of the National Coal Board. 
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L.M.B.A. 
Notes from the Information 
Service 
"THE following is taken from L.M.B.A. 
Information Circular No. 7/1949:— 


NATIONAL 

WORKING RULE AGREEMENT 

NATIONAL Joint CouNcIL DECISIONS. 
The following decisions were made at the 
annual meeting of the National Joint 
Council on April 26:— 

Public Holidays. To conform with the 
recent change in the separate (four-party) 
Public Holidays Agreement, it was agreed 
to adjust the record in National Working 
Rule 1 (h) as from May 2, 1949, by 
omitting the phrase:—“ without deduction 
for administration” and inserting “ less 
the appropriate administrative charge.” 
(See Page 19 of London Working Rule 
Agreement 1949 Edition, and see also 
Circular 5/1949, paragraph 11 (a). The 
effect of the above amendment is to add 
the words “less the appropriate admini- 
strative charge ” to the revised working of 
the Rule as set out in that Circular.) 

Fabricated Gantries (Definition). In 
relation to the existing provision of 
National Rule 3 applying to “ Tubular 
‘Scaffolders,” approval was given to the 
issue, for guidance, of the following 
amended definition: “A fabricated gantry is 
that type of gantry where Channel-Irons, 
H-Irons, Angle-Irons, T-Irons or similar 
types of materials are incorporated to 
form part of the construction.” (See Lon- 
don Working Rule 3C (h): page 36 in 


1949 Edition.) 


Mechanical Plant—Preparatory or 
Finishing Work. It was decided, under 
Rule 11 (a), to make the following addi- 
tion to the National Working Rules (as 
a National! Variation Amendment): 
“Operators of the types of mechanical 
plant) covered by the provisions of 
National Working Rule 3 of this Joint 
Agreement. may be employed, at plain- 
time rates, for half an hour before and 
half an hour after ordinary time where 
this is necessary for preparatory or finish- 
ing work such as refuelling, firing up, oil- 
ing round, getting out, starting up, bank- 
ing down, checking over, cleaning out 
and parking the machine.” (See London 
Working Rules 3B and 3C: pages 34 to 
36 in 1949 Edition.) 

National Working Rule 6 (Travelling). 
On a notice by the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives, the Coun- 
cil considered the anomalies which had 
arisen from the difficulty of qualifying for 
expenses under N.W.R: 6A (2) and the 
corresponding sections of 6C, in conse- 
quence of cases where the existing 
“ district boundaries” involve abnormal 
distances or because of the absence in 
some areas of defined “walking time 
boundaries.” The following “was de- 
cided:— 

(1) Regional Joint Committees shall 
ensure that in every locality there is a 
fixed “ walking-time” boundary, agree 
by the Local Joint Committee or (in the 
event of local failure) defined by the 
Regional Joint Committee. 

(2) “ District” boundaries having been 
fixed originally for purposes other than 
the travelling rule, experience shows that 
in some cases the mobility of building 
operatives has been adversely affected. 
Where the existence of anomalies makes 
it necessary, Regional Joint Committees 
have power to fix suitable ‘ National 
Working Rule 6 District Boundaries-” fer 
the purpose of removing or minimising 
those anomalies. 

(3) The officers of the Council will 
confer with wepresentatives of the 
Regional Joint Committees in order to 


devise practical ways of removing or mini- 
mising any anomalies under this head. 
Note.—it is to be understood that in 
every case boundaries will be properly 
recorded and that copies of the record 
will be sent to the National Joint Council. 
(The above decision applies to the 
National Travelling Allowance Rule and 
at fo the special London Travelling 
ule. 


ROAD HAULAGE—PAID HOLIDAYS — 


THE Minister of Labour, under the 
Wages Councils Acts, has made an Order 
(the Road Haulage Wages Council Wage 
Regulation Order, 1949, S.I. 1949, No. 
218) effective from, March 4, amending 
the provisions of the current Statutory 
Orders fixing the holidays with pay to be 
allowed to road haulage workers em- 
ployed in connection with goods vehicles 
operating under A or B licences or A or 
B defence permits. The Order increases 
the paid annual holiday to be allowed 
between April 1 and October 31 in each 
year, for workers who have been em- 
ployed for at least 48 weeks during the 
12 months preceding the holiday season, 
from 9 days to 12 days for six-day 
workers: the paid annual holidays for 
workers who have been employed for less 
than 48 weeks during the preceding 12 
months are increased proportionately. 

This Order does not affect the condi- 
tions of service of men covered by the 
agreement between the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers and 
the Transport and General Workers’ 
Union concerning road haulage workers 
employed in the building industry. 


DEVELOPMENT AT 
LIVERPOOL 
Support for Private Builders 


LIVERPOOL CORPORATION is pressing for 
the removal gf all unnecessary restric- 
tions, including the ban on private enter- 
prise, in connection with housing. 

The City Council plans to spend more 
than £4,000,000 on housing developments 
this year, and it is hoped to complete 
1,500 houses. ““We want the removal of 
controls in order to efisure more com- 
petition and lower costs,” says ALD. A. E. 
SHENNAN, leader of the City Council. “ It 
is discouraging to find that the Govern- 
ment’s economic survey shows a cut of 
£55,000,000 in capital expenditure on 
housing compared with last year.” 

With regard to the Corporation’s plans 
for the redevelopment of the City, 
£300,000 is being spent this year on ac- 
quisition and clearance of lands. The re- 
development of the central area _ will 
start immediately materials, particularly 
steel, are available. 

The new wide ring and radial reads 
will benefit traffic and will help in re- 
creating rateable values lost during the 
war by the blitzing of property in the 
city. 
The most pressing problem is that in 


d connection with the reconstruction of the 


centre of the city. The Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning has declared 46 
acres in the central area liable to com- 
pulsory purchase. 

This area comprises the most valuable 
part of the city’s commercial centre 
prior to war damage, and being the older 
part of the city many of the roads were 
narrow and inconvenient. 

It would be difficult, says Ald. Shennan, 
to secure satisfactory redevelopment un- 
less the Corporation could acquire the 
area as a preliminary to re-assigning it 
in accordance with a satisfactory plan. 
The new powers would. enable that 
course to be taken, and already negotia- 
tions are in progress. 
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HOLIDAY SCHEME 
STAMPS 


Builder Sentenced for Fraud 


A PIMLICO builder who, it was alleged, 

had defrauded the Building and Civil 
Engineering Holiday Scheme Management 
Company of some £9,000, was sentenced 
to five years’ imprisonment and ordered 
to pay £200 towards the costs of the pro- 
secution at the Central Criminal Court on 
May. 27. 

The accused was Hugh Warwick Law- 
son (45), of Warwick-way, Pimlico, S.W., 
and after a trial lasting seven days the 
jury found him guilty on two counts of 
receiving 1,675 holiday scheme stamps, 
knowing them to have been stolen, and 
ee on 12 counts of obtaining £1,292 
rom the Holiday Scheme Management 
Co. by false pretences with intent to 
defraud. 

Mr. Frank Milton, who prosecuted, 
said Lawson was charged with offences in 
connection with a scheme which was in- 
troduced in the building industry to pro- 
vide operatives with paid holidays. An 
organisation named the Building and 
Civil Engineering Holiday Scheme 
Management Co. was formed to operate 
this holiday-with-pay scheme. Each em- 
ployer purchased weekly holiday stamps 
on behalf of his employees, and when 
the time came for a worker to take a 
holiday his present employer paid him 
the total sum to which he was entitled. 
The employer then reclaimed that 
amount from the Holiday Scheme Man- 


agement Company and forwarded the ° 


stamps to support his claim. 


The case against Lawson, said counsel, 
was that he came into possession of a 
number of these holiday stamps, which 
were valued at 2s. each, knowing them to 
have been stolen. Some were part of the 
proceeds of two thefts from builders’ 
offices which were broken into. Other 
stamps were bought from building em- 
ployees who, being short of money, sold 
their stamps to Lawson at half price. 

In order to get the full value of the 
stamps from the Management Company, 
said Mr. Milton, Lawson purported to 
become a building contractor himself. He 
registered with the Management Com- 
pany no fewer than six completely bogus 
companies which he operated from board- 
ing-house addresses. He then claimed re- 
imbursement on behalf of _ fictitious 
employees. 

During a period of about two years 
Lawson came into possession of literally 
thousands of these holiday stamps, which 
he “ cashed” with the Management Com- 
pany, who, at the time, had no reason to 
suspect that anything was wrong. 


Mr. Milton said this fraud had been 
operated on a vast scale, and the counts 
in the indictment were only specimens of 
a very much greater number. When the 
police searched Lawson’s address they 
found 1,546 holiday scheme cards. 

Lawson denied knowing that any of 
the stamps were stolen. He said he was 
committing no offence by buying build- 
ing labourers’ stamps at half price when 
they were hard up. 

Detective-Sergeant Deans said Lawson 
had not been previously convicted. From 
September, 1939, to 1942 he served in the 
Auxiliary Police, and latterly worked for 
E.N.S.A. 

Passing sentence, Mr. Justice Hallett 
told the defendant: “The offence of re- 
ceiving is always regarded as serious, and 
it is particularly so in the present: case. 
That there should be someone who was 
willing to buy these stolen holiday scheme 
stamps is a matter of the utmost serious- 












THE BUILDER 





ness. It is the sort of property that 
thieves might well have great difficulty in 
disposing of unless they could find some- 
one like you who specialised in acquiring 
them. As for the false pretences, you 
acquired something like £9,000 by telling 
a pack of lies to those who administered 
the scheme.” 


FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS 
Eighth Annual Congress 


THe eighth annual conference of the 
Federation of Master Builders was held 
at the Kingsway Hall, London, on May 
23 and 24, Sir Harry SELLEy, J.P., 
National President of the Federation, 
presided. 

In the course of his address, Sir Harry 
referred to controls on building work and 
said: —‘ We are still under the licence 
limit of £100. Is it not time, with most 
of our materials in full supply, that this 
control should be lifted entirely for main- 
tenance work? It would save endless 
irritation to both builder and client, save 
expense on form filling and reduce the 
cost of work. May we suggest an in- 
crease to £500 for the next instalment?” 

Turning to the question of housing 
the President said that, apart from con- 
tracts members had carried out for Jocal 
authorities, house building by free enter- 
prise was still virtually at a standstill. 
No one would deny that acute shortage 
for all classes still existed. “‘ Among our 
members,” he continued, “are many who 
have the sites, with sewers and services 
ready, and thousands of willing buyers 
waiting for ihe opportunity to solve their 
own housing problem by purchasing their 
house, and thus relieve the ratepayer. 
None of us wish to suggest that local 
authorities should close down to make 
way for free enterprise. We worked 
quite amicably before the war on a three 
to one basis (three private enterprise to 
one local authority) and built 4,000,000 
houses between the two wars. I can 
one sepeet our slogan: ‘Let the builders 
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A Specialised Service and System 


of Construction for Architects 

As specialists, HELICON design, 
design and construct, or construct only, 
according to the needs of the client. 


Ferro-Concrete Design and 


Construction Many of the finest 
buildings in the country today are 
constructed by Helicon. Architeets and 3 
engineers appreciate the specialised J 
advice which is so necessary in this 
form of construction. 


Pre-Cast and “In Situ’? Floors G 





Helicon floors are light, rigid, firee J 
ic,and 


proof, d-resisting and hyg 
are readily adapted to meet all require- 
ments. Speedy erection makes them Z 
economical. 


Pre-Cast Concrete and Cast Stone 


For free advice on this or on any type J 
of f ion, call, 
write or ‘phone for a technical repre- 
sentative to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR & F777 
ENGINEERING Co., Ltd., 777 
62. VICTORIA ST.. WESTMINSTER. LONDON. 
S.W.1, “PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 


AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM *- MIDDLESBROUGH 
NEWCASTLE 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The late Mr. J. P. MacKinnon. 

The death occurred on May 26 of Mr. 
J. P. MacKinnon, one of the directors 
of Messrs. Frederick Braby and Co. 
Ltd., of Glasgow. He was 65. : 


New R.LC.S. Members’ List. 

The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, 12, Great George-street, West- 
minster, S.W.1, has issued a revised and 
up-to-date members’ list, price 5s, 


Director Appointed. 

Mr. A. G. Ward, M.A., F.Inst.P., has 
been appointed director of the newly 
formed, British Gelatine and Glue 
Research Association. He took up his 
duties on June 1 


New Chairman. 


At-the annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion of British Roofing Felt Manufac- 
turers on May 26, Mr. E. C. Turney, 
general manager of Messrs. Permanite, 
Ltd., of London, E.3, was elected chair- 
man for the ensuing year. 


Talk on “ The Clerk of Works.” 


Mr. G. W. Harris, member of the Insti- 
tute of Clerks of Works of Great Britain 
and Editor of their Journal, gave a talk 
on May 25 to 250 students at the Ham- 
mersmith School of Building and Arts 
and Crafts. The subject was “The Clerk 
of Works and His Relationship to the 
Architect,, Coatractor and Client.” 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
imports of French Walnut. 


The Timber Controller has decided that 
applications to import French Walnut 
can now be considered, but only from 
hardwood importers who, pre-war, 
regularly imported bulk supplies of this 
species and who are experienced in its 
storage and treatment. Prior to negotia- 
tion importers must satisfy Timber Con- 
trol Department III/8 in regard to their 
claims to participate, and the total 
volume approved for import will be very 
limited. 


Copper, Tin and Zinc. 


The Ministry of Supply announces that 
until further’ notice applications for 
licences to acquire copper, tin and zinc 
need not be accompanied by a signed 
declaration that the metal is required to 
cover orders. Licences will be granted 
against: (i) A declaration that in the case 
of application for virgin metal full allow- 
ance has been made for the expected 
intake of scrap; (ii) The. usual purchase 
order on the Directorate of Non-Ferrous 
Metals, giving details of specification, 
delivery, etc., required, or a statement 
that the applicant intends to purchase 
from a stockist. The period of validity 
of the licences remains unaltered. 


NATIONAL WORKING RULE 


THE annual meeting of the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
made the following decisions, subse- 
quently ratified by the adherent bodies, to 
take effect from July 4, 1949:— 

National Working Rule 6B (1) (c).— 
Substitute “three weeks” for the exist- 
ing interval “four weeks” in respect of 
jobs between 40 and 60 miles from the 
district boundary. 

National 
Gangs).—Delete the words “3d. per 
hour” and insert, in. their place, the 
words “4d. per hour” (above the ordi- 
nary rates). 





Working Rule ‘5 (Night. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [ (37% 


(Every endeavour is.made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsib!: for errors) 
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— MG sateen de sss AZ | Cheltenham 922272200001. Al | Halesowen M.B. Morecambe Swaffham: ..........0.:- Aj 
Castle ot gene ~ Chattiow 26. yc Al ee ree bo OE Swanage ..A2 
a k U. epee COMMIEY icc ccstenves’ A | Halstead .............. Mundesley Swansea .. A 
on Ce od sav ene ae A | Haresfield .............. Al | Nantwich GOUMION . FGsree ecs es A2 
Seayw-in-Furnbas. ...:. Remeeecent MB i cccd sine A natal pcr epee a ae Gere ie Swinton U.D. 2.22.20... A 
esterfield R.D. .......- A arpenden ........0--- ark-on- 
— eens ar oe hd) ..A | Chester-le-Street U.D. ....A | Harrogate, .............. A ees” ee eee re 
EI " 2 Pio nome saeee senn 2A orto ag nent scene sti Newcasile-on-Tyne ...._.A Ln I pmb ke | 
"wren ct, ippenham (inc. Chippen- ion Oe aetp' stain ote 6 -ur.der- SST aes 
Bord bm Al nerd yaa ham Within and Harten. Pi eg oo ecncceceee ne py meg Dewi, ja 7 Thetford AK. Fe 
og MOD: cen sep Sides once A2 SUUNGS vee neeeee $225, M2.. |: Newmarkel .....:....cA2/0 Ties . 3.00. 
Bereestoke tet teeeeeeee AS TUE cose ceane sakes A Haffield (Herts.) 1.000002. A cg ee cis * Thorock O. D.C. Area). ‘A 
ie cose vbnainnh ne oF 05 A Ctebieel: i 2..325sceieoses Al | Haywards Heath ........ A2 | Newport Pagnell: : >. 1.1: A2 North of; to Billericay At 
ety POS SR Gr Cleethorpes . 4: Hemel Hempstead ...... Al | Newton Abbot |.......Al | Tilbury ...:. ms * wed A 
Beaconsfield & District’. ye Clevedon “Al | Henley-on-Thames ..:... A2 | Northallerton Dist. ...... A | Tom ina iee oc 
Beamish Cleveleys .. A | Hereford 25 jon wstentccs'es Northampton C.B. A | Tonbridge 
_ On coxsdahsatetheee » Gilet) 230 .....-A | Herefordshire, Cnty, of... North Shields ..... as Tuntane 
eh capeneace A | Coalville U.D. 2... 2.0... A | Herne Bay .............. Norton Radstock : .: ‘Al | Totnes 
: Cobham (Surrey) ........A | Hertford oa OSs i eee” * Trowbridge pease i 
Colchester ....... weeeee-A | Hexham U.D. a Nottingham C.B. ........ A | Tunbridge Wells ........ Al 
Col Heysham 
ee ens: oeeee . High Ea . Nuneaton M.B. .......... A | Tynemouth C.B. .......... A 
Congleton .. reseseseces*4‘t | Highworth Oaklam. U.Divs.scccccs A2 | Uppingham (Salop) ....Al 
Citeet~ 2s presto k ‘a | Hinckley U.D. CR Ann cccacaencungs A | Uttoxeter U.D. .....5..43 A2 
one aad ai Mate reat kis y+ «ia sees | Wakefield .........00005 A 
ov ‘A Cornwall, Counts of .:::$A2 | Hoddesdon pore peel 6 Te Dd adele ge A | wallsend B. :............ A 
Bion pssesseet ss At | Coventry C.B. «2.0.02... Te SOMES goes 50k pcastgas Oda Horbury «..:.. A | Weleal CB oi oc. c sg 
mati ete ‘Al Cranbrook .........-..-- Me | Tee ans cece aan Ox ok Sipe hes oaks coals. Al Walsded .......000000002 A 
ek iar wt Al Cranlei@h. oo. 6 Snac dedies POUR eer ae - eT Se +++-Al | walton-on-Naze ........Al 
etley. Sn Set ce Crawley (Sussex) ........ A2 + Paignton (...0. 600 caciss Al © li Ee Ee ie ES, 
Rexhill-on-Sea FEM CURES #8 A2 i Ree ae ts Be a Ba O Galaga eromam 6 Peterborough ............ A WIE he ctescecdee A2 
rnin A Seely AD | Cromer .....s.eeeeeeees Hunstanton nee Soke - Al | Warrington ............. A 
Ras fat seep Ay | Crowborough .......... Huntingdon (Staffs)... ... A | Pickering .............. A3 | Warwick M.B. ..........A 
biling BY decci gt peveged yy Ciettell —... see tikley SS PERE GS A rr, Toerrereee tr rs Wellington R.D......... Al 
Beha hms oe 2S ngatestone. .Al ONtCIFACt we see eee eeee Wells (Norfolk) ........ A 
iene UD. sseeeeee * Har on * Ipswic! 7 "A | Pontypridd District ...... A Walwys dase : dit oe Sore @ oe a 
ies cre oe oe A} WteofStiepbey .=:.......A2 | Pertimend ............-. A | Welwyn Gar. City ........ A 
meee ont serer ts? Oh B  gaohlle 2 taal sn xp | Isle of Thanet. ...... 2... A2 | Portland Stoneyards ...... A.| West Bromwich C.B....:..A 
birmingham C.B. tA | Denbigit Town 222220222, Ad | ee ORER ive oaks +o +o mm beeen A | Mattias wae -no-eeneses A2 
Subop Auckland. ........ A | Derby C.B. ........cccc2 A | Jartow MLB. «0... ee. SE a Te ca A | Westcliff-on-Sea ......... A 
Bishop's Stortford _......Al | Devizes ........... +++.A2 | Keighley ................ A Pudsey Be recais eons: ft See aos o> --Al 
Bispham ...... ..A | Devon, County of ......fA2 | Kendal ............005- Ml Wetted. A2 Weston-super-Mare Al 
Meckbure? 65. siiedecsceec A | Dewsbury ....... ..A | Kenilworth-U.D. ........ A RES Weybridge .........-.... A 
EDOM oh. cous mesae A | Didcot .A2 | Kettering M.B, .......... A | Radnorshire, County of $A3 | Weymouth ............ A2 
Blackwell R.D. 2.2.22... A: CMOS caneaece aed ‘A3 | Keynsham .....0.20 22... A | Ramsgate .........-...- AZ | Welter SD... «3 -- + WAN 
Baydon U. D. oo... cee A | Doncaster C.B. .......04- A | Kidderminster M.B. ‘TA | Rayleigh ..........., ...Al | Whitstable and District ..A? 
BNOTON. Warn gins haa vende A 1} Doren feb. dex des tak Al | King’sLynn .. ‘A2 | Reading ....-..--eeseees A | Wickford .....+.+.+.-.. Al 
. eee eee Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell .. 1..AL | Redcar B............ sees. A | Widnes ...-.+-2-0ee+ ees A 
Bognor Regis .......... A2 ing Poole and Wimborne Kingsteignton .......... Al | Redditch U.D. .......... A | Wigan .....+-+-0+-eee-es A 
Boldon U.D. ... 2.2.0.0. A), RAY o> Govan ite ak See Seer A’| Redhill and Reigate .:....A | Wigton .......+-+-++. +043 
Behover Co: a aR Se A” |, Dovel... <i scesis chp. Yeu A2 Raaseqlprouge UD. 4. ak par ole sett eeeeeeeeeees bce ery ste eteeeeee ees - 
Ps PEE eae te A | Dovercourt. 2.2 sscesdes Al MOW]E ..... cece cece fe Bae are titer aegypti 
Bourne End’... 0000). Al | Driffield U.D....22 220011 Al | Lancaster ...........0. 00+ A | Rochester ba an Nn eR at 
Bournemouth District ....Al | Droitwich M.B........... Al | Leamington M.B. ........ A | Rotherham .. fee wi ar MO See 3 
Bracknell ........00000- A2 | Dudley M.B. .........s:- A | Leatherhead ............ A | Rugby MLB. .........++.-. bP we caged EE * 
peeps A | Dunstable .....0.c2.ees IPE BION cacixsnnschinckes A | Saffron Walden .......... PE Gt oar Rill eer rm 
peottonnue Jeveve x Durham City .........+.. A paiogeiee < ° RR Re A a — BE ee A hi oc RS eas ‘A? 
Oe weecosdstidae Leighton Buzzard ........ A2 t. leleds. . 2... esceoAe: Eppes ee 1 
a peed ws -FA3 Sg eg ene 1d "3 . te St. Neots ......sseeeees A2 bee mA yp i Rr 
_! - -A2 | Bist Grinstead District .. A2 | LEWES. -aeaseereeeeees Salisbury City ..... Ganceea Wolverhamptcs C.B. ......A 
obs Eastwood (Notts.) U.D...A Lieheld © WB.2 020220012 Eh occ Beinn EEG A2 | Woodbridge AB 
Bridlington Ebbw Vale & District “a | Lincoln C.B. Sawbridgeworth ........Al WwW ster det eat 
IMTCMY . 7 s6se0c0¢povs2 Edenbridge "** 3 | Littlehampton : Saxmundham .........-A3 Worki - agg eee ri 
Brighouse Ely Be Hetennees s ‘A3 | Liverpool .......+.+++++ Scarborough ....... See Cachear MM. Vk Ags A 
= ieee ee | Llandudno ., Scunthorpe .........-.-+- A Worthing se eeeeees re 
Wroadstaind "2210. TIA | Exeter a0 | London .vosscwescspeee OY aks LL ILIEIEIAL | Wrexham incl. Geta S. 
Bromsgrove U.D. ....:... A | Fakenham ........... pscAd-} Long Baton ......666.500% Sheerness .. -A2 eae ae ig FEE _ 
Brough... . ss Ha greereivra A | Falmouth ...........4.- A2 | Loughborough M.B. ......A | Sheffield ....... ote V eae ee ee A3 
Broughton (Cheshire) ....A | Fareham ......05...05 wey gue er ae ee BA} SGUF: Vn... ce cnccerccces A ee | ck Seer ae: 
PURO sno av etn en imtas A} Faversham: 5.60.55. a8 Oo OR EE RPE Oe. Al | Shoeburyness ..........-- Bet CO cep gee chew A 













































































* For Birkenhead, Liverpool. and London the rates are?;——Craftsmen, 23. 114 1.; 


Craftsmen, 2:. 1ld.; Labourers, 23. 4i. - 


Plus 2d. per working day. 


* This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are 5 seaned, 
Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Toot Allowances. 


Women’s RaTes.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged 


carr, out work other than craft processes, 1s. 8d. per hour . 


Por Buaiiding Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 698 


in, craft processes is 2/- 


Labourers, 2s. 444. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :— 


per hour. Women introduced to 


jt 


ea earwrreeameret © 





THE BUILDER 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 








June 3 1949 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 
merchant’s warehouse circumstances 


for smaller 


will of course be higher. Owing to the exceptional 


which prevail at 


quantities ex 
to present Whee, toleas of aatisials shank be cndianat ler lauds. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 











BRICKS, etc. CEMENT. 
£ s. d.| Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
ane eat peite 9 5 8 tion delivered London area d. 
Mild Stocks we BS 6-ton loads and upwards site......... per ton 3 6 6 
{All londed free into iorry si the works. “Fe quest a 1- to 6-tons site oe... wevssesccsenene 3, 3 6 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be uy Ama 8 orf. each for re A 
hn Nominal ent Maiden To Sites in W. in Jote of oes than I 
omin. t ‘o Sites in West -returnab Bow w charg Hn 
Phorpres Bricks. Lane Stn., Central District a nt to jute ed at 11/ 
ai _ on or i ta return ble jute cocks charged Sy-A rate 
+ - © net per ton of cement o! net 
eG ee B® 85 0 per sack in lots of less than 1 ton. Credit 
Keyed 4 ae ad ¥ r > : : on return at 1/6 net per S| 
oa ese n returnable cotton sacks charged at the rate 
ner Keyed - 69 I 87 0 of 3/4 net each anck. Credit on return at 
a” 2 ot. a jee 
lar Rustics “ Ferrocrete ”’ Raxid Hardening Cement 
soe Bullnose . 93 0 105 0 6-ton loads and upwards ae eo fecatibes 3 6 6 
faced 103 0 115 0 1- to 6-tons ae Gaps as Peavertabtenn stacoaesbe hontne 39 6 
Cortex Facing Brick 88 O 100 0 In paper bags 11/— per ton extra. 
*At Ki Cri St Ki Cc “ Aquacrete ’’ Kon Repellent cement, > 6 
ing’s Cross Stn. tex King’s “tes or ion oh ordinary * ; /6 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.)... 18 16 S| pe ite ois eee we extra, 
So le a = eect 
Ses Wisk Cones = 5 sovseesessosscsussanecnsacnesanenaesssssescess & 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (London Stns.) :— lt, Paper, bags '9/- per ton extra, 4 
na 3 £ s. d.| “ton lots from 173/— to 397/- per ton 
ots bes 16 18,6 ‘ ag wan 19 16 0} Gnetuding paper bags). 
LAZED BRICKS ndon Stns prices given | « ” 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 2s fr veyron Pn ag ortland Cement & 1114 0 
Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ine... pee aM O 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers ° 33 io 3 “ 417°" Cement (Ultra Rapid iiacdanina) 
Stretcher 40 0 O Oneside &twoends. 5410 0 Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots 
Headers 39 10 0 Twosides&oneend 56 0 0] and upwards 32 
Quoi ns Bullnose a Splays and Squints 52 0 0| %& pager ~~ ssesscnoceastrncobortri 
in.blats 
ae Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream =< “Tyrolean Finish. ae "es . 3 4 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours. (i-ton lots and-upwards, including cost 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. of paper bags). 
Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. £ £sd 
Parian Cement 8 6 $ Keen’s Ce ts Whites 6 9 
PARTITION SLABS. irae oe 
Delivered Central London Area. PLASTER 
, HoLLow Cay ParTITION BLOCKS: ows , eon 
a as en Coarse, Pink 511 9 Sirapite, Coarse 5 1S 6 
Mininum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. d. »» White 519 9 » Finish 4.3.6 
2” per yd. sup. 120 yds. 3 1] Above prices for 1-ton loads — over London Area. 
3 ” » 100,, 3 41 Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime, 
a ” » 100,, : 4 inc. bags, 6- P 6-ton "low. easeendss 4 6 
Half blocks add 2s.” ‘per yard super to above prices Granite Chips, : Lump Lime, 6- 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 6-ton lots ..2 3 0 ton lots ...... 3 is 3 
2° per yd. sup. ... 2 7 3” per yd. sup. ... 3 6 Hair, r cwt.. 6 
mr fy aa | i ss 4 6 Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. 0d, } e.. 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. lots at railway depot. 
Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super $3 
Size 12x9x2}" ,, ie. 3 4 
Size 12x 9 x 3” ” ” 4 0 
Size 12x9x 4’ i ms q-..2 
YED Two SIDES. 
iv Oy be ie Ore 3 1 40 
12x 9 x 24°.....0006 3 4 WBE DEV <.0650025 4 7 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
ae here for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 
both sides. 
STONE. 
Bato STONE— s. d. 
MEE TPRNEE *. x0<Ctoagel iancienstosend sae ebeasige ced 5.4 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground..............0+2s-ee0 64 
Delivered in railway trucks at. South 
Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube. 
PoRTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
* average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly........-+--++++ perft. cube 6 14 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 
lopTON-Woop STONE— 
FOR R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
OvaE 10 cat. Fh......0000scc.ncnsoserd ft.cube 22 6 
Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 
5ft. long and not over sieic super, ~* 
Zin. per ft. super —...-+.+4+ EEE RIE 47 
Yorx Stone, Bius—Robin Hood Quality. ° 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) Sdipaelaas ft. super 9 4 
>. rubbed ed ond = he 10 10 
3 im sawn two si ran- : 
Aen Sa NTE tt Pagry GEO.W.KING'’” 
2in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs Ss ® 
Garden ceed Gore) jot ae : HITCHIN-HERTS 
1 in. to 2 in. ditto ........ ‘ % ”, t PHONE HITCHIN 960 [i0LinES 
Harp Yorx— 
at any Goods og ion, ae “a 
random blocks per cul 
Cn. sawn = landings to “t (under a a WRITE FOR 
ft. SUPET)...--.gnseeeeeeees per ft. super ILLUSTRATED 
6 ong rubbed two sides, ditto 11 1 
4 in. sawn two meh slabs (random ” ‘s ‘ BOOKLET 
3 in. tto ditto ...... Sigg 2 a 
2in eit faced random fags per x super.. 19 9 











PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS, 
Plaster (Gypsum) Boards jin. thick, 600 yds, 
eS oe Sey. 1/9 sq. yard. 

Wall Boards—3 ane ¥ 6 to 12’, }” thick. 

600 yds, and over in one delivery, 2/-sq.yd. 

i paid to site. 
SAND. 
D/D site in full lorry loads, Average of prices for 


and 





Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras, s. 
Thames Ballast ....,.. evens 15 9 
Pit Ballast 15 10 
Pit Sand 15 2 
Wier — 17 0 

15 2 

17 6 
Pan Breeze 10 4 





Delivered at London rate stations in fall truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons Per 1,000 
f.c.r London 


Best machine made tiles from Broseley or 
tricts 


9 14 
il 11 
12 4 
19 
18 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


First quality slates from chain or Portamadoc 
id in full truck loads to London Rate Station 
£ 





FrVrooom 


Per 1, actual £ s. d. s. 
24 by 12 ...... 69 0 18 by 10 35 10 6 
22 by 12 ...... 61 4 4 8 by9 32 $ 6 
22 by-1h- ..00. 55 0 6 16 by 10 ...... 3113 3 
20 by 12 ...... 50 7 0 16 by 8. ...... 24 13 9 
20 by 10 ...... 46 6 3 


Nore : Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 

M.O.H. 

S.D. Baws Cocxs CrutcH Heap, For [20n. 

+ in, 66/- 

Tomer B 


1B COCKS 
tin. = in. 171/— per doz. 
a oo FOR IRON. 


tin. Zin. itin. itin. 2in. 
2)- sD. cocxs 189). 312/- 468/-— 840/- per doz. 
Cone ete in at a ae ar 

ie a is0/- 3ia/ 408 /— ofa 1086/- per doz. 
Dousie Nut Borer 

tin. Zin. lin. Ifin. Lin in. 

17/- 20/-  36/—- 68/- 108/- ia) per doz. 
PS cg se au VALVES. 





sin. i 
97/- isoy- 263/- hy 570/- per doz. 
— ah er 
iin. 14in. 4 in. 
23/6 33/- am 30). — ive 139/- per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 

lhin.. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 

29/- 36/— 67/—-_ 77/— 101/- per doz. 

LEAD WITH BRASS Screws. 

13 x 6 lb. 14 x 6 lb. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 lb. 

P. 71/- 89/- 143/- 219/— per doz. 
Lead S. 87/- 108/— 176/-. /— per doz 
ee 3/4, Tinmen’s 4/2, Blow pipe 

per I 
Copper Tubes ........ cK! per Ib. Basis. 
Brass Tubes............ 1/104 per lb. Basis. 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 

499 

9 

Per gallon. 

160 

116 0 

115 0 

112 8 

110 0 

210 

110 0 

112 0 

113 6 

116 0 

115 0 

1 8 6 

1 4 6 

1 8 6 

Knotting (paten' t) 112 6 

Lend and Brush Polish .... 1 8 6 

wid Dryers in Terebene ..........+-++.s+++++ 1 8 6 

* The information — on these pages has been 


specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list.is to give, as far as possible, 

average prices of materials, not necéssarily the highest 
or ‘lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by t hose 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 





to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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pRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


PAINTS, etc. ne 
5. 

inseed Oil (5 galls.) ...... per gallon 1 0 3 

see Lins ced OF Ggalis.) is 109 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) eu Fis 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall. 2 7 6 
Genuine Red LOBE insceccdcccoose cwt 712 0 
Putty (free packages) eed cwt. 217 0 
Size XD qu LILY ..reccvescccereccesss fkn. 08 0 





Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 






Joists, GIRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION. — PER TON 
R. S. Joists, cut and WHORE © ors. cseces acces 30 10 O 
Plain Compound Girders £35 0 0 


Stanchions 





In "Roof Work 
Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 


jameter £ s. d. Diameter. £s. d. 

ao covees: BA: || sscdions 2412 6 

fin... 26 2 6 Zin. to 2jin. 23 17 6 

yin. 7 < 

W. I. TUBES. 

TuBes AND TUBULARS. 

Galy. Class = List price, less 4 per cent. 

: ” C. ” Jet. ” 

Black, A » less 33 percent. 

i B » » 224 » 

eon © oS TF 

CJ. Hatr-Rounp GutrTers.—London Prices ex 

Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. — 
2/5 2 
2/9 2/5 7 
2/10 2/7 1/- 
3/2 3/- 1/2 
3/5 3/3 1/3 

O.G. GUTTERS. 

3/2 2/10 9d 
3/7 2/10 1/- 
3/7 3/- 1/2 
3/9 3/5 1/3 
4/7 4/- 1/5 





RAIN WATER PIPES. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. _ Branches. 
v5 ¥ ve 
5/10 3/8 5/6 
4/5 6/5 
7/9 5/3 7/8 





NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


LC.C. Coatep Som Pipes.—London Prices, ex stock. 
in 








Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
2 in - 6/0 - 4/7 5/6 
Yin 6/3 $/2 6/10 
3 in, 7/0 5/7 8/3 
in. 7/10 6/10 9/6 
4in. 9/0 1/9 11/1 





LC.C. CoaTeD Ducane PIPE. 


cwt. qr. Ib. per yard. Bends. Branches. 







in 9 fts. 

4in. 1 4:17. °64 11/6. 20/2 

6in .. 2 0 1 24/7 23/10 41/4 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
lnon.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. d. 
ALItY. ....ssaictedereassdiocddtencvsvhdeecgpettone 29 5 0 
hhon-— Staffordshire Marked Bars nae 0 
Mid Steel Bare © ccoorcccdiscccvccdachsoase nine 0 
Mild Steel Hoops...........0..000000: iteteasfes 6 


Soft Steel Sheets C.R wee 
gauge 4 
24 gauge ... 
26 gauge 


Galvanised Corrugated Sheets; « sath to 9 of ae 
mae 7 











20 gauge 6 

24 gauge 6 

26 gauge 6 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 

PU GAUSS « oecicdachntectiretetn dence tivinian 38 17 6 

A GOUGS | 50K die beh cbsanldstanwectecta 40 12 6 

26 gauge 4217 6 

Per ton. 

8. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots «........ 3615 0 


ALL NET. 


Mera Winpows. — Lge! suitable 
complete houses, included ail “y Ps 


Sea Rain D cova Bg 








Coats, a: 
© 6s. 3d. per foot super. 


THE BUILDER 


‘ LEAD, etc. 
Per ton. 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) £s. d. 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 lb. andup ....-- 111 15 0 
Pipe in coils 113 0 0 
Soil pipe. .«...... 16 0 





Compo pipe 

Nore.—Country delivery, 
under 3 cwt., 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. 
Old lead, ex London area, per ton, £60 Os. 6d. 
pay carriage. 


10s, per ton extra, lots 
4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
Extra if cut to size. 
Buyers 


GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. 
CUT SIZES. Per ft. Super. 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 





Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled plate, § in. 7 
Rough cast, yt in. ied 8 
Rough case, + in‘ 83 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white ......... Tt 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted ......... 104 
I Me ooo oVgdicbaixcesihenisehareatooncans 6 


Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, ¢ in. thick ............... 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast om 


rolled. * ft 
Wire Cast, $i. thick ....0.....c.ccceseseeece soe 93 
Georgian Wired Cast ............ceccseceesesnee 104 


HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. s. d. 
2—53 in. x S53in. x 3G in. 2 6 each net. 
3—7} in. X 72in. x 3$in, 3 10 a 
32—73 in. X 7} in. X 3¢in. 3 10 de 
pats Corner Brick to match up with—- 


6 
0 ” 
0 


"UO OOS 
ios toi be 





TIMBER, SOFTWOODS AND 
HARDWOODS. 


Home GRowN TIMBER PRICES.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. 

IMPORTED SOFTWOODS PRICES. —See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 731, price 1s. 1d. net. 

IMPORTED HARDWoops Prices. —See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price 1s. 1d. net. 

Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 
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TRADE NEWS 


The * Payswell” Sprayer. 

To make paint spraying so for 
small industrial and household jobs, a 
self-contained unit which can be carried 
anywhere is being introduced in America 
by the Sellco Corporation. The “ Pays- 
well” sprayer operates with a built-in 
compressor, eliminating‘ the need for hose 
and separate motor. The total weight, 
including quart container, is four pounds. 
The enclosed motor operates from any 
110-volt electrical outlet, A.C. or DC., 





at a speed of 10,000 r.p.m., producing 
over 50 pounds pressure, or "enough for 
:omplete atomisation of any paint or 
liquid. The interchangeable nozzles 
orovide - spray pattern of either cone 
x3 fan shape. Besides paint, enamels 














ind varnishes, the “ Payswell” sprayer 


| an be used for the application of de- 


odorants, disinfectants and insecticides, 
fireproofing, liquid waxes, liquid plastics, 

st inhibitors, wood preservatives and 
any other sprayable liquid. 


A Provincial Show. 


Messrs. Gordon Hesketh, 2-3, Middle- 
street, E.C.4, are holding one of their 
Special provincial shows at the Polygon 
Hotel, Southampton, on June 14, 15 and 
16 and alt interested in the brush trade, 
whether industrial or domestic, are irivited 
to attend. 


Radio for Drainage Scheme. 


The General Electric Co., Ltd., has 
been awarded a contract to supply VHF. 
radio equipment to the West Middlesex 
Drainage Department. . The purification 
plant, operated by the Middlesex County 
Council, is the largest in the world, with 
the exception of one in the U.S.A., and 
it is believed that. radio will be of con- 
siderable use in maintaining contact be- 
tween headquarters and mobile mainten- 
ance parties. 


Denmark-road Filats.. y 

In connection with .Mr.. G.. Grey 
Wornum’s Denmark-road flats for Lam- 
beth B.C.—illustrated in. our issue. for 
May 13—the name of Elisol, Ltd., was 
inadvertently omitted as. being respon- 
sible for the “ Elisol ” system of insulated 
construction used for the 9-in. walls, 
floors and roofs. This system, so we are 
informed, gives to these flats.a thermal 
transmittance value “U” -of 0.26. _ It 
will -be appreciated: that- this - insulation 
value enabled the external. walls to be 
reduced from 134-in. ‘brickwork to 9 in. 
Details of this system (which, we. learn, 
is being s for a number o 
sehemes for local authoritiés) may be 
obtained from 22, Sussex-place, Slough. 
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of Restrictions 


tions on the placing of tenders for 
houses is announced in a circular issued 
on May 30 by the Department of Health 
for Scotland. It also gives details of the 
principles on which the 1950 housing 


allocations will be based and recommends Doune 


the inclusion by local authorities of flatted 
and terraced houses wherever suitable and 
of three-apartment houses where there is 
a real need for them. 
Competition for Furniture 
Design 

As a result of the recent successful 
furniture co ition, exhibition and 
conferences held in Glasgow, an aneny- 
mous gift of £1,000 was made by a mem- 
ber of the Scottish Furniture Manufac- 
turers’ Association for the improvement 
in design in the Scottish Furniture indus- 
try. A small committee has been 
appointed by the Association to admin- 
ister «the fund and it has been 
decided, in the first place, to organ- 
ise.-a competition to encourage Scottish 
designers. The competition is open to 
any architect, designer, student, appren- 
tice or operative in Scotland, an 
entries will be judged by Mr. 
O’Rorke, A.R.A., F.R.LB.A., R.D.L, 
and Mr. Basil Spence, O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
F.R.LA.S. The prizes will be awarded 
for the best designs for (a) furniture for 
one room, 18 ft. by 14 ft., being either 
a dining room or a family living room; 
and (b) a_ single piece of furniture. 
Designs for both (a) and (b) must be sub- 
mitted. 

Five prizes, each of £100, are offered 
and these will take the form of a Visit 
to Scandinavia for one month to study 
furniture design. In this way the prize- 
winners will be given the opportunity of 
seeing at first hand what other countries 
are doing, the newest materials and 
methods of construction that are being 
used, and the latest trends and ideas. 
Visits to art galleries, museums, public 
buildings, factories, technical schools 
and shops will be arranged. 

The retary. of the Scottish Furni- 
ture Manufacturers’ Association, 166, 
Buchanan-street, Glasgow, is the Com- 
petition Secretary, from whom conditions 
may be obtained and to whom entries 
must be setit by June 18 next. 


Development Charges on Single 
House Plots 


An explanation of the development 
charge position of any one in Scotland 
who, before July 1, 1948, owned, feued, 
or leased a single building plot on which 
he intended to build his own home is 
iven in a pamphlet (House 2 (Scotland) 


evised)) issued on May 28 by the Cen- ’ 


tral Land Board. The pamphlet makes it 
clear that such plotholders are being given 
special treatment under the Town and 
Country Planning Act and that they will 
be entitled to payments from _ the 
eee poe which a be set: 
against their velopment charges pro- 
— a start building before Janu- 

is important advantage, hawever, is 
dependent yey the plotholder’s making 
a claim on the fund before June, 30 next. 


Scottish Limestone Inquiry 
A REPORT ‘by the Building Materials 
Committee of the Scottish Council 
(Development and Industry) is shortly to 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


: Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February, | 1949. Every 
Scottish Housing: Some Relaxation effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur 


Grade Classification 
RRELAXATION of the present restric- Aberdeen 


Berwickshire A 
Bridge of Allan....A 
Broughty Ferry....A 


eee eeeeeee 


eereeeee 
eee wee eeeee 





Renfrewshire...” 
. “Rothesay .....|"" 
Roxburgshire 
St. Andrews 
Selkirkshire ... ||” 
Stewartry ... 
Stirlingshire |‘ *'"" 
searaowey os teen 
ayport-.......... 
West Lothian A 


oeeeee 








Ae ene neereee 


The Scottish DELS seve on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Apprentices 


and Trainees’ w: w 


The Information given in this 
Painters’ rates : 2/10 Grade A ; 


be increased according to 4 
table is copyright. 
2/9 Grade B. (Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





—. 





be. published on the subject of certain 
Scottish limesténes suitable for hydra- 
tion. The committee has been investi- 
gating Scottish deposits of materials—in 
particular limestones and clays—which 
might be utilised in the building indus- 
tries, and negotiations have been begun 
with an appropriate quarry owner with 
the object of producing in. Scotland 
high grade hydrated lime suitable for the 
building and paper making industries. 

The committee is also investigating 
deposits of limes and clays occurring to- 
gether, which might be suitable for 
cement making, and preliminary nego- 
tiations with appropriate interests are 
proceeding to examine the. prospect of 
increasing considerably the output of 
cement in Scotland. 


Working Rules: Alterations 
and Additions 


THE Scottish National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry, at a meeting 
held in Glasgow, on May 5- last, agreed 
to the underroted alterations and addi- 
tions to the Working Rules, to take effect 
as from Monday, June 6 next: — 

Working Rule 1 (Working Hours). 
Add to first paragraph of Rule:— 
“Where circumstances are such that the 
ordinary hours are inconvenient on 
account of transport, etc., fom ya 
may be made to 1 Joint Committee 
for hours to be adjusted between 7.30 
a.m. and 5 p.m.” Alter second /para- 
graph of Rule to read:—“In a normal 
working day there shall be one break of 








th 


- 
IRONMONGERY 
FIREPLACES 


SANITARY 
FITTINGS 


etc. 








 'tion-st., Leith.—Warrant granted 


not less than one halt hour and not more 
than one hour. When overtime is being 
worked mutually agreed arrangements to 
be made.” 

Working Rule 3 (Extra Wages). Add to 
Clause “‘ Foul or dirty work such as.... 
2d. per hour.”—‘ Dirty ceilings with 
soot content or verminous material, etc,” 

Working Rule 3 (Extra Wages). 
“Men employed in the continuous hand- 
ling, loading, unloading, stacking or 
stowing of dry cement,” 14d. per hour 
(previously 1d.). 

Working Rule 3 (Extra Wages). Add 
new Clause. “Carpenters when required 
to cut Asbestos or Plastic sheeting with 
their. own tools 1d. per hour.” 

Working Rule 3 (Extra Wages). Add 
new Clause. “ Where a slate roof or side 
of a slate roof exceeding 20 sq. yards is to 
be wholly stripped and reslated with ‘old 
material ..:... id. per hour.” 

Working Rule 4 (Overtime). Add to 
sub-paragraph 5 on page 10 of working 
Rule Book, “(All time worked on oe 
or other holidays ......).”— “ 
the Summer Holiday is taken on jobs at 
a time other than the local holiday, by 
agreement, overtime rates do not fall to 
be paid to such men working on that job 
during the local holiday week.” 

alpesset Rule 8 (Lodging Allowance). 
The weekly lodging allowance of 30s. is 
to be replaced by an allowance calculated 
as being 12 times the hourly rate of a 
craftsman. 

The lodging allowance of 5s. 6d. per 
night for tour nights, or less period, is 
to be replaced by an allowance of one- 
fifth of the weekly rate per night for 
four nights, or a lesser périod. 

Working Rule 9 (Payment of Wages). 
In paragraph one substitute “two work- 
ing days” for “ 48 hours.” 

Working Rule 10 | Lagan « Add to 
Rule: —“ Men working away from their 
own district have al sey of arrang- 
ing their Summer Holiday in agreement 
with the employer at a time other than 
the local holiday period.” 

Working Rule 14 ‘ (Meals and Accom- 


ae ee ee 


"1 modation). Add to Rule ;—‘ Employer 


hall observe the Conditions of Welfare 

} as contained in the Building Regulations, 

+ 1948, under the Factory Act.” 

‘ “Add New Rule (Conveyance). “ When 
men are regularly transported to and 
from jobs by lorry, reasonable cover and 
—- accommodation shall be pro- 
vided.” 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Argylishire.—Corporation of Dunoon to erect 
at £75,000, new pavilion. 

Edinb —Warrant granted by Dean of 
Guild to the city for erection of multi-storeyed 
flats and electric substation at Westfield. 
Gorgie, at £193,000. Plans by City A—Warrast 

ranted for community centre at Stevenson-dr. 

lans by City A.—Warrant Lag to Da’ 
Alexander, 25, Ormidale-ter., for demolition and 
reconstruction of 88-92, Candlemaker-row, at 
£8,175. Plans by J. 8. Lunsden “ Coan 

.. Victo 
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ing Co., Ltd., 15, Victoria-st., for addition 
io factory at Bankhead Crossway South, Si mf 
hil] Industrial Estate. Plans by beracd 
, Ulster-cres. Cost, £6,000.—Warrant teantad 
to Oliver & Boyd, Ltd., Tweeddale Court, for 
demolition “and re- -erection of 61-67 and 73-77 
st. Mary's st, at £16,750. Plans by Dick, 
peddie Mckay & Jamieson, 8, Albyn-pl. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations, etc., are 
to be i, arried out for Mellows & Co., Ltd., of 
Ho at Peel-st., Partick, for which the 

wt are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie, 120, 
fiythswood- -st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—For Orange Free State, South 
Africa, owners, war-destroyed properties at 
Westland-dr. to be re-erected and additions 
added, for which the architect is Mangus Dun- 
can, 243. Eglinton-st., Glasgow. 

Gjassford.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect houses. 
for which the architect is Samuel MacColl, 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Oban.—Plans approved by Dean of Guild 
Court for erection of “20 houses for families 
of lighthouse keepers. Site selected at’ Pulpit 
Hill district. 

Quothquan.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect houses, 
etc., for which the architect_is Samuel MacColl, 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton, 

$toneybyres.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect heasee. 
for which the architect is. Samuel MacColl, 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised jn this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
frm whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MAY 28. 
t*Heston and Isleworth T.C.—Eight blocks of 
4 two-storey flats and 38 houses at Hounslow 
West Housing estate. B.E. 88, Lampton- 
1., Hounslow. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by June 14, 


JUNE 6. 
+*Durham Colleges.—Three _ single-storey 
laboratory buildings. ‘Treas., 38, North Bailey, 
Durham. Dep. £5 5s 

JUNE 8. 
t*North Riding C.C.—Extensions. and altera- 
tions to kitchen and laundry at Quarry Hills 


House, Leyburn. County A., County Hall, 

Northallerton. 

t*North Riding ey ome Joint Committee.— 

Police hey ~ at . Essex-ave., Grangetown. 

ey % , County Hall, Northallerton. Dep. 
2s. 


JUNE 9. 
tEast Ashford R.D.C.—Eight houses with 
roads and sewers at Mersham. Jackson & Jack- 
son, 13, North-st., Ashford. 
t*Hampshire Police Kuipers .—Four police 
houses at 2 sites. se y A., e Castle, Win- 
chester. Dep. £1 


‘ JUNE 1 

t*Beds. ©.0.—Police neha at Constable, 
Bedford. County A:, Shire Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

+tChes. ©.C.—Alterations and extensions to 
a County Grammar School for Bovs. County 

, The Castle, Chester. Dep, £2 2s. 

oe c.C.—Kitchen and dining-room at 
Wombourne C.E. on cue Voluntary 
Primary School. A. ©, H. Stillman, Architect 
and § = Ed. Offices, Earl-st., Stafford. 
Dep. St 

JUNE 11. 

t*Durham C.C.—Erection of County Primary 
School at Jarrow Simonside; erection of County 
School, Jarrow. Bilton Hall,erection of work- 
shop block at. Technical College, Stockton. 
County A., Court-la 

t* Essex ©.¢.—Sanitary improvements and 
alterations to offices at County Land Agent’s 
ve. (cost. about £1,800). County Land Agent, 

. Duke-st., Chelmsford. 

de x C.¢.—Conversion of ‘ Childhaven,” 
Rayleigh: td., Hutton, into ay school for 
+ (cost approx. £6,750). - Conolly (F.), 

a A. 

ulwood U.D.C.—12 houses at Watling-st. site. 

inte & Kitkham (LL.), 105, Fishergate, 
Preston: Dep. £2 2s. 


tSutton-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—86 dwellings at 
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Hardwick-la. Warner & Dean, architects, 
Mansfield-rd. _Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 11. 


JUNE 13. 
+*Blackpoot C.B.—18 eis at Mereside 
estate, Contract No. 4. A. Hamilton, B.Sc. (A.), 
B.S., Municipal-bldgs. 


_Cariton U.D.C.—14 bungalows at Pe aed 
site. E. & §., Council House. Dep. £ 
t*Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven) C.C. wt of 
police houses at Somerby Hill, Grantham. 
County A., County Offices, Sleaford. 
JUNE 14. 


t*Grantham + a ag houses at site No. 4, 
Harrowby-la. H. pean (L.), Housing 


A., Guildhall. mt, £2 2s. 
JUNE 15. 
*Cheimeford T.C.—12 houses. B.E. & 8. & 
Architect. gy £2 2s. 
+*Norfolk E.C.—Improvements at Burlingham 
Horticultural” Station. W. O. Be A 


Chief Ed 


fficer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep. £2 


Oldbury T.C.—32 houses at Titford estate. T. 
rer Hogg (A.), 1, \Church-st.,. Oldbury. 
ep. 


Oldbury T.C.—Dining rooms ang an “ 
Moat Farm Primary Schools. B.E 8. Dep 
£2 2s. 

*Weymouth and Meicombe Regis T.C.—Five 
houses at Westham ae. B.E. & 8., 6, Pulte- 
ney-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 

Haverfordwest T.C.—12 a at Scotchwell- 
view and 4 at rear of Coronation-ave. B.S., 9, 
Victoria-pl. Dep. £3 3s. 

Liverpool T.C.—Kitchen and dining-room at 
Fonthill-rd. and Owen-rd., ay ay City A. 
& Director of Housing. Dep. £ 

Liverpool T.C.—(a) 48 flats ae = ESE 
(b) 84 flats at Park-la.; (c) 24 flats at Devon- 
shire-pl.; (d) 108 flats and 12 houses at Beau- 
mont-st. City A. & Director of Housing. Dep. 
£2 2s. each scheme. 

‘t*Lothingland R.D.C.—16 houses at 4 sites. 


C., Council Offices, Rectory-rd., Lowestoft. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 4. 

Magor R.D.C.—18 houses. E. & S., Council 
Offices, Baneawell, Newport, Mon. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 17. 
+*Rayleigh U.D.C.—11 pairs of houses. 
Council Offices, 28, High-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


yyy yi! Rg gy 
A DECORATIVE AND 
WATERPROOFING 


TREATMENT FOR CONCRETE 
CEMENT. RENDERING 
BRICKWORK, ASBESTOS, ETC. 


“STIC B" 


STONE COVERING 


C., 














OTHER PRODUCTS 
SEMI-STONE COVERING 
PLASTIC PAINT 
FLAT PAINT 
DISTIC 
(Washable Distemper) 
TRANSPARENT 
DAMPROOFING LIQUID 











“STIC B” PAINT SALES LTD. 


69, VICTORIA STREET,- S.W.1 
WHITEHALL 9958 


eT 
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E 20. 
t*Brighton £.C. Fat 2 school at Lower 
‘Bevendean. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by July 4. 
Flintshire E.C.—Kitchen and dining-rooms at 
Custom House-la, C.P. School, Connah’s ay. 
rg County A., Llwynegrin ‘Hall, Mold. Dep. 


Kirkcaldy.—Work in various trades for erec- 
tion of Church Hall, Hayfield. James Gentles 
& Son, quantity surveyors, Central-chbrs. 


JUNE 21. 
c.B.—Additional 


“Blackpool classrooms at , 
paretns Secondary Technical School. B.S. 
ep 
St. Thomas R.D.C.—20 houses at 2 sites. 
Lucas, Roberts & Brown, Barnfield Hill, 
Exeter. 

JUNE 22. 


Coldstream T.C.—20 houses at Priory Bank 
site. Burgh §&., ‘Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
t*Wandsworth B.C.—48 flats at four sites. 
T.C., Municipal-bldgs. 
*Wembley T.C.—Six aged ange og Ragees at 
Falcon-way. Boro’ Treas. Dep. £2 


JUNE 23, 
Carlisle T.C.—Ten police houses at variots 
sites. City E., 18, Fisher-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 24, 

*Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—Erection of 
garage at River Depot, Corney-rd: B.H: & S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*ikiey U.D.C.—Work in various wean for 
8 houses at Merston-in-Wharfed A. 
Skinner, M.I.Mun.E., Whitton Crolaie “Tikley. 
Dep. 10s. 6d. 

*tikley U.D.C.—Work in various trades for 4 
blocks of aged persons’ dwellings at Wyvil- 
cres. A. Skinner, ae Mun.E., Whitton Croft- 
rd., Ilkley. Dep. 1 


t*isle of Wight t. ‘on Police station and fire 
station at Shanklin. F. H. Booth (A.), County 
A., County Hall, Newport. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by. July 18. 


JUNE 27. 
*Bootle C.B.—40 dwellings near Ford Station, 
a No. 15C. B.E. & 8., Town Hall. Dep. 


*Exmouth U.D.C.—118 brick huts at Marpool 
— E. & §., Council Offices: ep. 
2 


*Hunts €.C.—Conversion of The Old Norman 
Cross Police Buildings into dwellings. County 
A., County-bldgs., Huntingdon. 

JUNE 28. 

*Brentford and Chiswick Boro.—28 houses, 
Spencer-rd B.E. & 8. Dep. £5 5s. 

aete T.C.—13 houses at Willatson estate, 

& §., Town Hall. bmg £2 2s. 


JUL 
*Brighton C.B.—39 hats at —_ Halt 
estate. B. E. & S., 26-30, —_ s-rd. . £2 2s; 


“Warrington ‘c.B. fat of Dallam County 
Primary School. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


JULY 9. 
South Shields T.C.—20 blocks of type 1A 
houses at Lizard-la. B.E., Town Hall: Dep. 
£2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 10. 
+*West Sussex ©C.C.—Redecorating of ¢ 
schools and. re-roofing at 3 schools. . RK. 
Steele (F.), County A., County Hall, Chichester. 


JUNE 14. 
Swadlincote U.D. = Ty y painting of 64 


houses at 2 estates. E. & Bank’ House, 
Midland-rd. 
JUNE 20. 

*Bromiey B.C.—External decorating of 148 - 
eg ge bungalows at Turpington-la. 

E. Dep. £1. Tenders by June 20. 

*Uxbridge -U.D.C.—External painting. of 272 
houses. & §. 

*Weymouth and Meicombe Regis T.C.—Rein- 
statentent of’ heating ee ‘at the | 


Pavilion and Palm Court. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS - 


JUNE 10. 
tSwansea C.B.—Construction of Usk reservoir, 
contract: No. 1. -Binnie, Deacon & Gowley, 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, S.W.1. Dep. 
£10, payable to ye 


16. 
Penybont R. p.0. Roads and sewers at 
anes pet Council Offices, pe ‘Bridgend. 
ep. : 
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Seaton, Valley U.D.C.—Surface dressing of 


roads. §&. 
JUNE 17. 
Cambs ©.G.—Maintenance of trunk roads. 
aay %., Shire Hall, Castle Hill, Cambridge. 
Dep. 


JUNE 18. 

redegar U.D.C Pes = at al of filter house at 

Nan neynw ch Waterworks. . Cory Goddard, 
E., Midland Bank-chbrs., Bridge-st., New- 

e$ Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 20 
Brecon C.C.—Surfacing of roads. County §., 
County Hall. Dep. £5. 


JUNE 2 
Valley U. DO. Roads and sewers at 


Seaton 
8., Council Offices, Seaton 


Village-rd. estate. 
Delava). 


JUNE 25. 

Bishop Auckland U.D.C.—Construction of 
sewers and extensions to Bimchester sewage dis- 
posal works. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 

Mountain Ash U.D.C.—Roads and _ sewers at 
Se yard Farm site. E. & 8., Town Hall. 


Dp. 
JUNE 27. 
Norwich T.C.—Roads and sewers at Ipswich- 
rd. estate. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Sutton-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
at Hardwich-la., extension No. 8. Warner & 
Dean, architects, conse agek rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
UNE 30. 
Meriden R.D.c.—Roads and sewers, etc., 
Cottage Farm estate. E. & S., Old Tac 
Coleshill, nr. aerory Dep. £2 2s. 


Mid and South-East Saaslioes — Board.— 
Reinforced concrete water tower. E. & Manager, 
be -tadatate Grange, Hartford, Ches. Dep. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—F ats, SHOPS AND MAISONETTES.— 
L.@.C. Housing Comm. approved scheme by 
Council’s Architect’s Dept. for 132 dwellings 
including maisonettes and 12 shops. Hard- 
castle-st. site. Land also reserved for public- 
house and post office extension. 

Cricklewood. — ApartatTions. — M.C.C. propose 
adaptation war-time mortuary for community 
centre, Clitterhouse weg County A., Mr. 

Lg Stillman, F.R.1.B 

Debden, pian miata CENTRE, ETC.— 
Scheme prepared by L.C.O. Architect’s Dept. 
for shopping centre approved by Housing 
Comm lans provide for 26 shops and five 
multiple stores. Also included are 
maisonettes, 22 garages and 27 pram sheds. 
Est. cost, £226,230. 

Greenwich.—Sitz ror Scnoois.—L.C.C. Educa- 
tion Comm. to acquire site on Cherry Orchard 
estate for new infants’ and nursery schools. 
Architect. not yet appointed. 

bath —Messrs. Dawe and 
Carter, F.RIB 83, High-st., Watford, are 
architects for ath extension to laboratory 
block os Messrs. Titanine’s factory, Sheaves- 
hill-av., N. 

Hendon. — a PREMISES. — Messrs. 
Courage & Oo., Ltd.,  gecomee licensed premises, 
Watford-way -and arnet-way junction, for 
which the Architects’ Dept., yc ag 
8.E.1, is responsible. 

Hendon.—LasoraToriges AND OFFICcEs. —British 
Launderers’ Research Association areas 
laborateries and offices, Hill View-gdns., N.W.4. 
for which the architects are Messrs. Riches & 
ernia, FPF.R.1.B.A.. 16, Northumberland-av., 


xn EE Orrices, Fiats.—B.C. Build- 
ings and T.P. Comm. approved scheme for 
Montague Burton, Ltd.. at 146-148, Station-rd.. 
pg Tm mag Rl a gy 
rchitect’s n 
Burton, Lid., Hudson-rd. Mills, cone 9. 05 
Hendon.— Primary ScHoot.—M.C.C. propose 
iy el school, junction Barnet-way and The 
pa Aa vn Hill. County A., Mr. C. G. Still- 


cee sae Bato.—M.C.C. _ propose 
— bath, Copthall County School, County 
. &. Stillman, F.B.I. 
Fecnal eee esa AND etl Rooms.— 
pecore see. homage Ape proposed by ee .C., 
re! onda 00) eSs-a 
A. ©. G. Stillman, FRIBA anty 
mag — NURSERY aaah —M. C.C. propose 
ry school as “see to Frith Manor 
Behool” Lullington Woodside Park. 
County A., Mr. C. G. atttaan F.R.LB.A 
Hendon.—Smatt HALL AND EXTENSIONS. —Exten- 
sions to St. James’ Church Hall, Hale-la., and 
additional hall, approved by Buildings 
T.P. Comm. 


Hendon.—CommunaL Hatt.—A communal hall 
Proposed, junction of Edgware-rd., Fernhurst- 
gine: Plans by Messrs. Lewis Solomon & Son, 

.Sc., F.R.1.B.A., 21, Bloomsbury-way, W.C.1. 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
IRON AND STEEL 
Two Orders varying the maximum controlled 
rices of some iron. and steel products from 
NE ae Sh seach fy Regen: Re} 
a ¢ is the Control of Iron and Steel 
(No. 70) Order, 1949, and the principal altera- 
tions are: (@) the release from price control 
castings, cast iron brake drums and 
Perkins Tubes ; and (6) reductions in the prices 
of galvanised ‘sheets, terriplate and galvanised 
wire nails. 

The reductions in price have been made 
possible by the decreased price of lead and zinc. 
There are also increases in prices of a small 
range of products. 

The second—the Control of Bolts, Nuts, etc. 
(No. 18) Order, 1949—increases the prices for 
some steel rivets. Copies of the Orders can be 
obtained from H.M. gare banc ad Kingsway, 
W.C.2, or from any bookse! 


GALVANISED TANKS 


Following a decrease in the cost of zinc, the 
Ministry of Works has confirmed a reduction 
in the maximum price of galvanised tanks and 
cisterns manufactured by members of the 
Associated Tank Manufacturers. The revised 
maximum plusage is 674 per cent. on basic list 

prices, and operates for deliveries made on and 
pee: May 23. 











H urch.—Hovuses.—M.H. approved 74 
houses, Elm Park estate; also allocation of 
further 180 houses for this year, Chief Archi- 
tect, Mr. H. G. Ellis, A.R.LB.A., Council 
Offices, Billet-la. 

Poplar.—Scuoo. Repairs. ee Education 
Comm. ig approved scheme by Mr. F. Howard, 


F.R.LB. 20, Kensington Pate gdns., for re- 
pairs ey improvements, Woolmore-st. school, 
at £30,304. 


P. r.—ScHoo. Repatrs.—Scheme for repairs 
and improvements, Cubitt Town Pzimary School, 
prepared by Mr. Howard V. Lobb, F.R.LB.A., 

20, Gower-st., W.C.1, Maer by. L.C.C. Educa- 
tion Comm. Est. cost, 848. 

Shoreditch.—Fiats.—L.C.C. approved Biens for 
24 flats in two blocks, Ringslens a e (Whis- 
ton-rd. area), a which Mr. J. Sharratt, 
A.M.LC.E.. Boro’ E. and §., Town Hall Old-st., 
E.C.1, is responsible. 


Stoke Newington.—Primary ScHoo..—L.C.C. 








JACONELLO LID. 4 


‘Specialists in Laying 
Armstrong’s Accotile 


FLOORING 


ALSO 








TERRAZZO FLOOR AND WALL TILES 
JOINTLESS FLOORS & WOOD BLOCKS 








“JACONITE” Hydraulically Pressed 
Floor and Wall Tiles 


“JACONITE” Composition Flooring 
“JACONITE” Precast Terrazzo 
“ JACONITE” Marble wail Lining 


and Paving. 
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Education Comm. approved scheme by council’s 
architects for new primary school, eae Park, 
Stoke Newington, at est. cost of £196 

Stoke Newington.—Hicu ScHoo., al 
by council’s architects for high school for 
1,250 children at Woodberry Down a ibproved 
by L.C.C. Ed. Comm. Est. cost, £591,050. Scheme 
includes evening seers and community cen- 
added later. 
EXTENSIONS.—L.C.C, 


tre. Swimming bath to be 
PP ag ner — COLLEGE 
Ed. Comm. decided to acquire site adjoining 
Wandsworth Technical College for prop sed ex- 
tensions. Architect not yet appoin 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Biackourn.—John Chew & Co., Ltd., Card. 


well-pl., Pe ye new store. Plans by Walter 
+n ai Son (F.), 14, Richmond-ter., Black. 
urn 


Blyth.—T.C. considering erection of houses in 
Gordon-rd. area. 

Boldon (Co. Durham).—William & T. R. Mil- 
burn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, are architects 


for proposed hotel, Newcastle-rd., for Vaux & 

Son, Castle-st., Sunderland. 
Bromegrove.—R-D.C._ sgpeosed plans for 

licensed premises roveley-rd., Cofton 


Hackett, for ears. af Bre 

Burton.—T.C. to Poss with new county 
primary sch., Harehedge-la. M.E. has ap- 
proved. 

Chigwell.—Essex C.C. approved sketch plans 
for sec. schools, Manfold Way (£68,324) and 
Loughten Borders-la. (£71,180). 

Clacton-on-Sea.—Essex C.C. aed sketch 
ag oot oe nel ose sec. sch. at £190,240. 

on.—T.C. referred to M.H. layout 
plans. _ Boro" A. (A. E. Tornbohm) for 500 
ouses, Firth Moor. 

Darlington.—E.C. peopente: § ee a bar SE 
la. Open-Air School, at £16,000 . B. 
Tornbohm,. Central- bldgs., ieee. 

Dublin.—Corporation approved proposal by 
housing director, Mr. C. O’Mahony, to de- 
velop in stages 25 acres between Francis-st. 
and Meath-st.; also to erect flats in Power’s-st. 
area and portion of North Strand area. 

Failsworth.—U.D.C. propose 50 houses. 

Filey.—County planning officer approved lay- 
out plan for housing development on Muston-rd. 
estate. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Sectional plan by U.D.C. 
Surveyor, R. C. Bestow. for redevelopment dere- 
lict- property, Carr-st., being considered by coun- 
cil; plans for cinema, junction North Farm-rd. 
and Victoria-rd., for Dawe Bros., 73, West- 
gate-rd., Newcastle, under consideration (archi- 
tects. Percy L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pear!- 
bldgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne); R. Burke, 10, Lambton- rd., Jesmond, 
Newcastle, is architect for —— ‘church and 
presbytery, Hedgeley-rd., for Rev. A. Forkin. 

Lanes.—E.C. propose county primary school 
at Poynton. 

Leyburn.—R.D.C. applied for sanction to build 
further 16 houses at Leyburn. 

Little Thurrock.—Sketch pions saapored by 
Essex C.C. for sec. sch. at £68, 

Maidstone.—Kent C.C. Bapptien Comm. pro- 
pose acquiring site near Sandling-rd. for new 
joiners’ shop and timber mill. 

Manchester.—C.C. approved new Free Trade 
Hall at £378,000, 

Manchester.—T.C. propose temporary class- 
rooms and practical room at Cooke-st. and Dry- 
burgh-pl., Hulme; temporary classrooms at 
Lind-st., Ancoats; paneer classrooms at 
Beaver-rd. School Dea! dining-room and 
kitchen at St. Mary’s RB School, Clare-rd., 
Levenshulme; dining-room and’ kitchen at Har- 
purhey High | School for Girls, Church-la.; 20 
aged persons’ dwellings and wardens’ house 
and community building at Bowland-rd. and 
Dunkeld-rd., Baguley ; male buildings, 76-82, 
Shudehill and New eorge-st 

Manchester.— Wilson’s Brewery, Ltd.. New- 
ton Heath, propose alterations: and additions 
at Alexandra Park hotel, Moss Side. S. C. 
Emerson, resident architect. Brewery Head 
Office. 

Middlesbrough.— E.C. 
ag ergy ae ed 

- Kenyon, Town Hal 

Newcastle.—A arent is proposed at Cremond 
Confectioner. Works, Gosforth, Newcastle. 
Architect, C. §8. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., 
Newcastle. 

Northampton.—T.C. 
for proposed infants’ sch. at Far Cotton 
tion Ground. 

North Riding.—E.C. propose two schools at 
Redcar and Saltburn. Architect, Denis Clarke 
Hall, Education Offices, County Hall, Northal- 


lerton. 

N eae.  omienieg plans for 
fire stations in 18 tow First to be erected 
are at Newburn (£12, 500), Belford (£8,500) am 
Bellingham (£8,500). County Architect, W. 
Tasker, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 





ropose prim. sch. in 
urveyor a) Architect, 
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dune 3 1949 
idham.—C.B.. se 30. houses at Limeside 
Eagan os Mio son, B.Sc.. M.LC.E., 75, 
Union-st. . 
n (isle of Man).—Village Commissioners 
E moeey od houses on end to be acquired. 


Rainham.—Sketch plans approved by Essex 
cc. for sec. seh. at 269,594. 
Redcar.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Hay- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose licensed 
premises near Halt Stn.. Redcar. 
$caiby.—U.D.C. propose further 50 houses. 
ed rebuild- 


Scarborough.—Architect for propos 

ing of Geees's Hotel, North Marine-rd., for 

Catlins (North Wales), Ltd., is 8. C. Foulkes, 
» €entral-chbrs., Colwyn Bay, “North Wales. 


$carborough.—Scarborough Cricket Club pro- 
pose new club premises, including indoor crekat 

itch, with dygsaing rooms, shower baths, etc 
Fst. cost, £17, 

peas OE received for further 800 
sees to be erected on No. 2 Unit, Handsworth 

Woodiouse estate, Manor Park. First 234 
houses out tender shortly.—Council con- 
sidering scheme for multi-storey flats away from 
city centre. 

Skeimersdale.—U.D.C. propose 92 houses at 
Bank Villas “site. 

South Shields.—Corporation propose 78 houses, 
Lizard-la. Plans by Boro’ E., J. Reid. 

Spalding.—U.D.C. propose water tower, ‘ offices 
and workshops, near cattle market area, at 
£65,0 00. 

Startforth (Yorks).—Layout plans being pre- 
pared by R.D.€. for houses, ldkirk site. 
Council’s architect, H. B. Richardson, Skinner- 
gate, Darlington. 

$tockport.—Plans approved for 8 at Biock 2 pairs 
of houses and 11 lock-up garages at Stockport- 
rd. and Kensington-rd., Cheadle Heath 

Stretford.—B.C. propose development of 
blitzed sites at Stretford-rd., Old Trafford, for 
erection of blocks of flats. 

Stretford.—E.C. approved plans for canteens, 
laboratories and lavatory accommodation at 
Thomas-st. for Stretford and District Gas 
gt extension to blending factory, Darwen- 

for E. S. Bailey & Co., Ltd.: “M” ware- 
o. annexe, Ashburton- td., for Trafford Park 
Estates, Ltd. 

Surbiton. —Council 
municipal factory at 
self-contained units. 

West Hartlepool.—Corporation propose junior 
school in Seaton-la. Plans by Boro’ A., 8. J. 
Richmond, Municipal-bldgs. 

West Hartlepool.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd.., 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool, to carry out 
alterations to Cleveland Hotel, Lynn-st. 

Weston-super-Mare.—Div. Education Execu- 
tive approved site for new Milton County Junior 
and Infants’ School. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for Positenne. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to podifeation. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M vernment 
Departments. 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch.—16 houses at Newton 
Wergolaae for R.D.C.: *Morley’s (Builders), 
Ltd., Derby, £24,611. 

Bakewell.—Houses, for R.D.C.: 8, at Bradwell, 


considering erection of 
£180,000 to provide 20 


*Furniss & Hassall, £12,550; 4 at Flagg, 
puke & Mellor, £5, eg 8 at Youlgreave, 
. Marsden, £11, 


Morse Eg houses at Roseberry- 
ad. site. for U.D.C. Architects, Kitching & Co., 
‘21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough : *Stephen Coates, 
Ltd., Langbaurgh- pl., North Ormesby, Middles- 
eo 

laydon-on-Tyne.—Two houses for U.D.C.: 
pny Labour (subject to M.H. approval). 

Boldon.—Erection of (a) 60 houses and (b) 32 
houses at Cleadon estate, Whitburn, for U.D.C. 
N. Hindmarch, S8., Council Offices, East Bol- 
don: (a) *W. D. & R. Allison, Whitburn; (b) 
*Tate & Holmes, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne (both 
subject to M.H, approval). 

hes yatta for C.B. BE. & &., 
King’s-rd. : (from _ ground-floor tevet)’ 
Section 3A, ap, lich Bevendean Estate: *Knight 
Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., Bristol-gdns., Brighton, 

68,000; 70 houses, Sect tion 4B, Lower Nhe 


Estate: *Knight Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., £95,500. 
Caithness-shire—Factory for St. Clair 
Fisheries, Ltd., Inverness, at Thurso site. Sin- 


clair, MacDonald & Son, architects and quantity 
surveyors, Princes-st., Thurso, Caithness :— 
Steel construction works, etc., *Donald Clark 
& Sons, Ltd., contractors, Glasgow; excavating, 
brick and building works, étc.. *Coult t & Pert, 
Thurso; plumber and sanitary engineering 
works, etc., *Alexander Sutherland, Thurso ; 
Joinery, ca entry and allied works, etc., *John 
Munro & Thurso; plaster. jathin and 
*Angus MacDonald. 

fittings and installation, etc., 


allied ven "ele. 
electrical 
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Findlayson & Co. (Caithness), Jf. Wick ; 
painting and allied works, etc., lexander . 

Rolland, Dunfermline, Fifeshire 

Chiertsey. —Bungalows and flats at Prairie-cl., 
Addlestone. £., 8., Council Offices. Quanti- 
ties by E. C. Harris & Partners:— 

Gee & (Contractors), Ltd., 

Hanworth ++» £17,690 
James Crosby & Sons, Ltd., Chertsey ~.. = 679 
H. Beasley & Sons, Staines... + 15,866 

wood, Litd., Cobham is 733 


The Challenge Zoe & Constrac. 

tion Co., sat 
E. Clarke & ya Ltd., Addlestone 
tPhillips & White, Ashf ord ... 


Chertsey.—14 houses wit 


15,698 
14,987 
14,319 


drainage, 


Et, 8. 


etc., School-la., Addiesto Council 
ffices. Quantities " Cc. Harris & 
Partners :— 
— (Contractors), Ltd., Goring-by- 
20,105 


we i. Gaze & ‘Sons, Ltd., "Walton on- 
ame 
J. W. Sonia (Weybridge), “Ltd, ” Wey- 


bridge 19,519 
W.C. petty & Sons, Ltd., Hampton Hill 18,889 
Potter Bros., Ltd., Sidcu «+ 17,991 
D.S.M. Contractors. Ltd ? isleworih 17'728 
Lewood, Ltd., ham ma ba 2a. 
H. Beasley, & Sona. Staines 7,059 
tE. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., ‘Addlestone 17009 


Chesterton.—18 houses at Swavesey, for R.D.C. 
H. Jackson (A.), 93, Barieeey -gr., Cambridge 
Quantities by G. A A. Lewis, A.R LOS. ; *Kerri ge 
(Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton- st., Cambridge. 
roydon.—16 dwellings at New Sadiealen 
estate, King WHenry’s-dr., for C.B.: A. 
Gregory (Builders & Contractors), Ltd., 27, 
Chapel-rd., Worthing, £18,400. 

Cumberland.—School . canteen and meals 
centre at Parton: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Orchard House, Newcastle. 

Derby.—16 houses at Derby War Memorial 
Village, for . Memorial Council: *Morleys 
(Builders), Ltd., Derby, £26,960. 


Heston and Isleworth. —Work for B.C. Four 


shops and six aged persons’ ellings :— 

Boges Miller & Co., Lid., Hounslow ... £14,986 
F. Davey & Co., Ltd., Hounslow ... 14,120 

Buildin & Public Works Gonstagetion 


Co., td’ . 12,869 
*Norman Sinclair, “Ltd. ” Ealing, W.i3 ; 11,688 
Subject to MH. approval.) 

32 houses with paths, drains, fences, etc., at 
Worton Court estate: *Arthur Watson, Ltd., 

£51,410. 

Hexham.—18 houses for R.D.C. 
Son, a 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle: 
*T. D. Bird & Co,, Hencotes, Hexham (12); 
*M. Hogarth & Sons, Corbridge (6). 

Islington.—Construction of tenants’ common 
room oo chapel of rest at “‘ Canonbury Court,” 
or ee So 
Sprosson & Babb, Ltd., N.19 ...  ... £12,870 

. T. Ricketts & Sons, Ltd.,.N.1 ... 12,864 


A 
Y 


W. Dixon & 








WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


é. 
E 
EF 


METAL WINDOWS : 


of distinctive design and 
craftsmanship 


100, Westminster Bridge Rd., London, S.E.1 


A product of England’s Largest Glazing Contractors 


Dove Bros., Ltd., N.1 
Patman & Fotheringham, ‘Ltd., “Na. 
- & F. Bryen, Ltd., N.6 oni ta 


. H. Burgess, Ltd., ‘SW 12,248 
E H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon... 11,971 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., W. 706 
Norman Wright (Builders), *Lid., §.E.25 11/651 
Ferris Bros., 1,648 
tPitchers, Ltd., ae Ashburton- -gr., Hollo- 

way, N.7 ‘ 11,453 


Kendal.—40 houses at Hallgarth estate, for 
T.C. B.E. & S., Municipal Offices, Lowther-st. : 
*Norman Jackson, Stockbeck, Kendal. 

Knighton.—10 houses at Ludlow-rd. site, for 
U:D.C. $8. N. Shrimpton & Son, 18, Bridge-st., 
Kni ;hton, architects :— 

J. 1. MeColville & Sons, Ltd., Cardiff... es 
W. A. P. McColville, Bucknell, Salop ... 18,800 
J. Richards & Sons, Knighton, Rads . —_ 
*J. Keeley, Wigmore, Herefordshire ... 16,664 
(Subject to Welsh Board of. Health approval.) 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of Pape en Dye 
Works and storage bldgs., also additions and 
alterations to present works, Gillespie, Kidd 
& Coia, architects, Wellington-chbrs., aterloo- 
st., Glasgow : *Robert Gilchrist & Son, Ltd., 
Stevenson- st., Calton, Glasgow. 

Leyburn.—Three pairs of houses for R.D.C.: 
*R. Blackett & Sons, Darlington, £8,365. 
L.©.C.—Reconstruction after war bergen and 
We Marat at Barrett-st. technical college :— 

J. Marston & Sons, Ltd., Fulham ... £36,461 


i J a & Son, Ltd., High 
36,445 


© Falbo 
huadeametei “Building “Contractors, 

Ltd., Westminster .. 34,798 
Li & Partners, Ltd., “St. Maryle- 

~ bon 34,730 
Meanie (Contractors), Lid., Kensing- 

ton a 34,728 
Lavender, MeMillan, Lid., Worcester 

Park 34,535 
F. @. Minter, Lid., Westminster .. oe 54,395 
J. Jarvis & Sons. Ltd., Westminster ; 33,978 
Bernard Sunley “& Sons, Ltd., West- 

minster ... 33,496 
Gee, Walker & Slater, “Ltd, “Westminster 32,993 
Davis Contractors, Ltd., ilburn ... 32,627 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd,,. Rensidg- 

ton +» 31,961 
*A. N, Coles” ” (Contractors), "Bid. * 

Paddington 31,621 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £33,320. 
Adaptation of Manor House, 58, €lapham- 
common, North Side, for purposes of Battersea 


training’ a of domestic a 


Holliday Cogent, Ltd ae 
minster - » 
Galbraith Bros., “Ltd., “Holborn... 
is a McMillan, Ltd., Worcester 
ar Se 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd, Westminster ... 
McLaughlin & Harvey, Ltd.. cette 
J. Garrett _& Son, Ltd., Balh 


_ 
: 


Se SGRe geiegea 


b oA 


alham . 
hig (Builders), Ltd., Balham 
Rice & Son, Lid., Lambeth... 

Prestige & Co., Ltd., W stminster .. 
James Carmichael (Con ee: Ltd., 
Wandsworth ... - > 
G. T. Crouch, Ltd., Kings ton 

H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth « 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Brixt 

yl Barton & Co., Ltd. " Schnell, 


Sur 
*Sloggetts (Contractors), Lid., Kensing- 


 SEey BREESE e 


Comparehia estimate of private ‘architect 
supervising the work is £27,200 

Alterations and improvements at Garratt-la. 
school, Wandsworth :— 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... £14,441 
Truett & Steel, Lid., Thornton Heath . 14.235 
M. Howard (Mitcham), oS wae Mitcham 12,937 
W. J. Marston & Sons, Ltd., Fulham ... 12.885 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth ... 12,577 
Cae McMillan, Ltd. aman 


12,254 
T. Oliver & Sons, “Eta; “Lambeth . 
eae & Co. (London), Ltd., Croydon ... 11,581 
*Hunter & Clark, Ltd., Wandsworth *.. 11/580 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £11,755. 
Construction of blocks 10 and 11 and other 
work at Kingswood-dr. estate, Cree i= 
he Hipperson & Son, Ltd., . 
. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Pulham” 145,228 


Mi “Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 145.145 
William Nicholson & Son (Leeds), Ltd., 
E.C.4 144,644 
yA Crouch, "Ltd. Kingston- “upon 
Tomes 143.870 
A. Symes, Lita., “Stratford : 143,762 
Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... 142,150 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn .-- 140,500 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., “West- 
minster 139,942 
T. Rowley (London), Lid., Potten: 
ham 139,321 
Stewart & ‘Partners, ‘Litd., St. iaryle- 
ne oct 139,000 
M. Gleeson, “Lid., Cheam | 136,017 
Unit Construction Co.. Ltd., ” West- 
minster 132,885 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, ” Ltd, 
Sidcu ..- 131,900 
Wilson” Lovatt & ‘Sons, “Ltd., West- 
minster se <2 agai Es se 
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“Geogh, & Co., Ltd., Wilmington £131,449 


and valeer is £132,468. 





Cooper London. 
Comparable estimate of director of housing at Fetter-la., = Hulton Press. 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
‘OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 





ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION —37 AREAS 
And ever 60 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 
+ 





"Phone er write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St. Holbern, W.C.1 


Tel. CitAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: “EFEMBE, Holb, London’ 


The address ol gem Branch Secretary 
wil be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


—Temporary offices, etc., to be erected 


Plans by, Cc. L. 
Morris (F.), F re (poe C.2; *E. A. 
Roome & bot , 1, Urswick-rd., E.9. 
§London (Air Ba gym contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended May 28 :— 
Erection of hutting: Beric, Ltd., Hurn Ai hag 
Hants; Woodcock, Marshall & Co., Ltd., 
don, W.11. Dismantling and re-erection of 
enone: Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd., London, 
6, 


{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ended May 21 :— y 
London: §8.D.0., East Finchley, Extension, 
W. Rodger & Sons, Lid, 83, B -rd., 
Barnet, Herts. Durham: Dorothea ery, 
Canteen, Newbottle, Adaptations, Wright & 
Kellett, Litd., Ashley-ter.. ..  Chester-l tml 
ji 


TRO., Gray-rd. rian A 
Snowden Bros., Ltd., Belford-rd., Sunderland. 
Staffs: Meir Gounty Modern School, Stoke-on- 
Trent, Temporary school bidgs., Tideswell Bros., 
Lid., Basford Be Brick Kiln-la., Basford, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

QLondon (War  Dept.).—Works 
planed, by War it Derk. for week ae 
London, N.W. uilding work, J. B. 
(Whyteleafe), Lid., Reales Surrey. Surrey: 
Building work, Henry T . Hill & Sons, iia 
(Brookwood, Surrey. % : Buildin 
work, Messrs. J. McKeown, Cookstown, Co 
Tone, Wiltshire : Miscellaneous work, L. 
Maslen & Sons, Lid., vizes. Derbys: Miscel- 
laneous work, Holmes & Sons, Lid., Derby. 
Yorks: Painting work, Oates Bros., * ley. 
Ches: “Miscellaneous work, eae PR erts 
(Cheshire), lid., Bebington. 

Mid Lothian.—Extensions at_ the British 
Sailors’ Home, Commercial-rd., Leith. J. 
Morrison, architect, etc., Ferryhill-pl., ‘Aberdeen : 


contracts 
May 21:—~ 
Edwards 








SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES \ 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


MEA vei FON 25 As 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Seuthampten Row, 
Londea, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8017 








June 3 1949 


*Crooket & Co,, Lid., Cherrybank Works, 
Hallinalt-rd., Dunfermline, Fife. (Oost, £27,000.) 
Padiham.—16 houses at Slade-la. estate, for 
U.D.C. W._R. C. Houston, F.R.LCS.; +4. 
Spenser, 33, Brea-st.. Accrington, £18,031. 
Sunderiand.—Intenor and exterior painting of 
otneenenge bidgs., for E.C.: *Direct Labour, 


Sunderland. Converting Milton Hall, Bramp. 
ten Cumberland residential school, for 
E.C.: *Direct La , £8,000. 
quniamadnd seiko _dining-room and Kitchen 
st North Sunderland: *T. Gregory & Son, 
, Chapel-row, Seahouses, Northumberiand. 


prc io “* No-Fines ” houses at Gendros 
Cris for O.B.: *G, Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
West Harti —146 houses 2s “ss bE 
Ce Ao ee 

est Hartlepool Master Bui on” sciati 
(revised tender). Pr ion 
Whitley Bay.—Bakery at Shields. rd., for 
Wilson’s Edinburgh Bakeries, Ltd.: 
Dawson, 71, Ilfracombe-gdns., “Whitley Bay. 











I ww: ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING -: 


* SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TeL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
Saccundaleti CRADLES 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











BROAD- ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


are permanently inert 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 9091 


Boyle's -cr*.~ Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 


























WATerloo 5474 
"Three Generations of Building” 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBER WELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, Wl 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 





Tel. : CHAmcery 7901-3 
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